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National Anthem 


Jana-gana-mana-adhinayaka, jaya he, 
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata. 
Punjab-Sindhu-Gujarat-Maratha, 
Dravida-Utkala-Banga, 
Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga Uchchala-Jaladhi-taranga. 
Tava shubha name jage, Tava shubha asisa mage, 
> Gahe tava jaya gatha, <> 

Jana-gana-mangala-dayaka jaya he Bharata-bhagya-vidhata. . 


Jaya he, jaya he, jaya he, Jaya jaya jaya, jaya he! 


The playing time of the full version of the national anthem is approximately 
52 seconds. A short version consisting of first and last lines of the stanza 
(playing time approximately 20 seconds) is also played on certain 
occasions. 


The song, Jana-gana-mana, composed originally in Bengali by 
Rabindranath Tagore, was adopted in its Hindi version by the Constituent 
Assembly as the National Anthem of India on January 24, 1950. It was 
first sung on December 27, 1911 at the Calcutta session of the Indian 
National Congress. The complete song consists of five stanzas. 


National Song 


Vande Mataram ! 

Sujalam, suphalam, malayaja shitalam, 
Shasyashyamalam, Mataram ! 
Shubhrajyothsna pulakitayaminim, 
Phullakusumita drumadala shobhinim, 
Suhasinim sumadhura bhashinim, 


Sukhadam varadam, Mataram ! 


; The Song, Vande Mataram, composed in Sanskrit by 
-Bankimchandra Chatterji, was a source of. inspiration to the 
Beebe in their struggle for freedom. It has an equal status 
with Jana-gana-mana. The first Political occasion when it was 
Sung was the 1896 session of the Indian National Congress 


The national flag is a horizontal tricolour 

of deep saffron (kesari) at the top, white in 
the middle and dark green at the bottom in 
equal proportion. The ratio of width of the 
flag to its length is two to three. In the centre 
of the white band is a navy blue charkha or 
the wheel which appears on the abacus of 
the Sarnath Lion Capital of Ashoka. Its 
diameter approximates to the width of the 
white band and it has 24 spokes. The design 
of the national flag was adopted by the 
Constituent Assembly of India on July22, 
1947. Its use and display are regulated by 

the Indian Flag Code. 


National Symbol 


The National Symbol is an adaptation from the Sarnath 
Lion Capital of Emperor Ashoka, who ruled from 272 BC 
to 232 BC. In the original pillar, there are four lions, stand- 
ing back to back, mounted on an abacus with a frieze car- 
Tying sculptures in high relief of an elephant, a galloping 
horse, a bull and a lion separated by intervening wheels 
Over a bell-shaped lotus. Carved out of a single block of 


polished Sandstone, the Capital is crowned by the Wheel 
of Law (Dharma Chakra). 7 
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MESSAGE OF 
SHRI M.M. RAJENDRAN 
HIS EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR OF ORISSA 


ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE REPUBLIC DAY - 2002 


I extend my heartiest greetings and felicitations to all my brothers and sisters of Orissa 
on the auspicious occasion of the Republic Day. I also greet the brave jawans and 
defence personnel who defend the unity and territorial integrity of the nation. On this 
_ Solemn occasion, I pay homage to the countless freedom fighters, whose sacrifices 
brought us independence, and to the soldiers who laid down their lives defending the 
country from external aggression and cross border terrorism. 


The Republic Day is a memorable day in the annals of our country. Fifty two 
years ago, on this day, we gave unto ourselves a Constitution, providing a framework 
for democratic governance. The concepts of liberty, equality and fraternity, and social, 
€conomic and political justice are enshrined in it. On this momentous occasion, we . 
proudly recall the contributions of the founding fathers of our Constitution, who 
have given a shape to the nation's dreams of a society free from poverty, hunger and 
illiteracy. We have the unique privilege of taking pride in the fact that we are the 
citizens of the world's largest democracy. In recent years, disruptive elements have 
made repeated attempts to undermine the fabric of Indian polity. The challenge they 
Pose to our nation has been successfully met by our security forces and the people of 
ur country. We pay-sincere tributes to all those who have made the supreme sacrifice 
fighting these elements. 

The people of Orissa made significant contributions to the struggle for freedom. 
After independence, several valiant soldiers have laid down their lives defending the 
borders of our motherland and fighting the menace of terrorism. I take this opportunity 
to express our profound gratitude to these brave sons of Orissa. 

Orissa is a magnificent land of fascinating beauty. The State is blessed with 
vast natural resources. It is an irony that many people are still so poor. Recurring 
natural disasters such as cyclones, floods and droughts have caused untold miseries 


~ a 
to our people and placed obstacles in the path of progress. Before the State fully 


recovered from the shocks of two catastrophic cyclones of October 1999, it had to 
cope with a severe drought ar.d then, devastating floods. It is heartening to note that 
the people of Orissa worked hard and successfully overcame these crises. I hope, 
they will continue their efforts to build a progressive and prosperous State. 


One of the ways to get over our backwardness in economic development is by 
leapfrogging to seize new opportunities that arise in a fast changing world. Such 
opportunities are available in the sunrise sectors of Information Technology and 
. BioTechnology. Information Technology, despite some slow down in 2001, is again 

emerging as a highly potent sector with global opportunities. Similarly, Bio Technology 
is another emerging sector with tremendous potential for growth. To take advantage 
of the rapid technological advances in these two sectors, development of infrastructure 
and skilled manpower has high priority. This will not only increase employment 
opportunities but also attract industries into the State and spur economic growth. The 
universities should introduce and support relevant and modern IT and Bio Technology 


related courses in their campuses as well as in affiliated colleges to strengthen the 
manpower resource base in the State. 


: Freedom entails responsibility. We must safeguard our precious freedom and 
dedicate ourselves to the task of nation building. This task can be accomplished by 


strengthening our democratic and secular institutions th 


; at foster national integration, 
promote social and economic justice as well as communal harmony. I appeal to the 
% . Cl 


people of the State to extend their fullest cooperation to the State Election machinery 
to conduct free and fair elections to the Panchayati Raj Instituti \ oath 
March. : 1lons in February an 


Let us work hard to translate 

the dreams of the fi i 

aeevus Ounding father our 

ha oe into areality. We reed to evolve a work culture in oui tie i rd 

work to achieve-our goal ofa higher level of development for the peopl : fa sia 
ple of our state, 


JAI HIND 


MESSAGE Or 
SHRI NAVEEN PATNAIK 
HON'BLE CHIEF MINISTER OF ORISSA 
ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE REPUBLIC DAY - 2002 


On the auspicious occasion of the Republic Day of our country, | extend my warm 
greetings and felicitations to all my brothers and sisters of Orissa. 


The Republic Day is a significant occasion in our national life. On this day we 
adopted the Constitution of India and our country became a Sovereign, Democratic, 
Republic. We gratefully recall the contributions of the founding fathers of our 
Constitution who wanted to pursue the ideals of democracy and make India a vibrant 

- hation. On this occasion, I pay glowing tributes to them and to all the freedom fighters 
who played a vital role in liberating our country from foreign rule. 


Indian civilization is one of the ancient civilizations of the world. "The world is 
my family" - this is the cardinal principle of Indian culture. People of many castes, 
creeds and languages live in this subcontinent. They have always cherished the unity 
and integrity of the country, although their manners, customs and dresses vary widely. 
Unity in diversity is a characteristic feature of Indian tradition. After independence, 
the foundation of democracy has become stronger, and the country has achieved 
rapid progress in several spheres, and occupied a prestigious place among the nations 
of the world. \ 


It is a matter of grave concern that terrorism has raised its ugly head all over 
the world; our country too has become its victim. India's war against terrorism 
continues. Concerted efforts are necessary to defeat this menace. It is necessary in 
Our national interest that we should be united against the evil of terrorism. 


We have to work hard and make sincere efforts to raise our nation to the level 
of developed countries in the twentyfirst century. On this auspicious occasion, let us 
recall the glorious history and tradition of our country, and the contributions and 
Sacrifices of our forefathers, and take a solemn pledge to build a strong India. 


JAI HIND 


MESSAGE OF 
SHRI DURYODHAN MAJHI 
HON'BLE MINISTER 
INFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE REPUBLIC DAY - 2002 


On the auspicious occasion of the 53rd Republic Day, 1 convey my warm greetings 


and good wishes to all my dear brothers and sisters of Orissa. 


The Republic Day symbolises the democratic tradition of our country. We 
have achieved our independence through many sacrifices. Now, our hard-won 
freedom faces external threats. Punjab, Kashmir, the North East and even our 
Parliament have become the targets of terrorists. However, our brave soldiers have 


foiled their attempts and protected our independence, shedding their blood. 


Orissa has made significant contributions to the freedom struggle and many 


brave Oriya jawans have laid down their lives to protect the integrity of our nation. 


Orissa is rich in natural resources. However, recurrent calamities have hindered 
its progress. But, I am sure, the people of the State are determined to work towards 


shaping a bright future. 


On this occasion, I once again offer my greetings and good wishes to the 


people of Orissa. 


JAI HIND 


EDITORIAL 


On the 26th of January, 2002 we celebrate the 53rd Republic Day of our country. On this day, fiftytwo 
years ago, we gave unto ourselves a Constitution, proclaiming India a Sovereign Democratic Republic. 
The supreme power in this country is vested in the people, not in a monarch or a dictator. Given the 
chequered career of democracies elsewhere, the success of Indian democracy becomes amply evident. 
Democratic institutions have unmistakably struck deep roots in our country, where the collective will of 
the people reigns supreme. The Republic Day this year is of special significance; it marks an important 
milestone in the history of our nation. We have successfully met the challenges posed to our country. 
We are confident that the democratic and secular fabric of our nation will grow stronger with the 
passage of time. Let us remind ourselves on this occasion that eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. We 


should work hard to preserve the integrity ofour nation. , 


The current issue of Orissa Review carries the historic address to the nation by Dr Rajendra 
Prasad, the first President of India, on the 26th of January 1950; it also carries the address of 
Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma, the President of India, on the occasion of the SOth anniversary of the first 
Sitting of the Constituent Assembly. The translation of an excerpt from Fakir Mohan Senapati's novel, 
Mamu has been published. Besides these, articles on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Utkal Gourav 


Madhusudan Das and India's philosopher statesmen also feature in this issue. I hope, readers will find 


them interesting and useful. 
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Address to the Nation by i)r Rajendra Prasad, 
President of India on the Republic Day, 
January 26, 1950 


In the Service of the Nation 


This isa memorable day in our annals. Let us begin by offering our thanks to the Almighty God who has 
made it possible for us to see this day; to the Father of the Nation who showed us and the world his 
infallible method of Satyagraha and led us along the path to freedom; and to the countless men and 
women whose suffering and sacrifice won for us our independence and made possible the establishment 
of the Sovereign Democratic Republic of India. 


Today, for the first time in our long and chequered history, we find the whole of this vast land, 
from Kashmir in the north to Kanya Kumari in the south, from Kathiawar and Kutch in the west to 
Kakinada and Kamrup in the east, brought together under the jurisdiction of one Constitution and one 
Union which has taken upon itself the responsibility of the welfare of more than 320 million men and 
women who inhabit it. Its administration will now be carried on by and for its people. This country 
possesses limitless natural resources and the momentous opportunity to make its vast population, happy 
and prosperous; and also, to make its contribution to the establishment of peace in the world. 


The objective of our Republic is to secure justice, liberty and equality for its citizens and to 
promot. fraternity among the people who inhabit its extensive territories and follow different religions, 
speak various languages and observe their peculiar customs. We want to live on terms of friendship 
‘with all other countries. Our object is to achieve progress for our country in every field. Our future 
programme includes eradication of disease, poverty and ignorance. We are anxious to rehabilitate and 
resettle all those displaced persons who have suffered and are still suffering great hardships and privations. 
’hose who are handicapped in any way deserve special help. 


It is essential that in order to achieve this, we must safeguard the freedom that is ours today. But 
economic and social freedom are as urgent a demand of the times as political freedom. The present 
"quires of us even greater devotion and sacrifice than the past. I hope and pray that we shall be able to 
utilise the opportunity that has been given to us. We should dedicate all our material and physical 
strength to the service of our country and our people, to the fulfilment of the goals for which the Father 
of the Nation lived, worked and died. I also hope that the people, while rejoicing on the advent of this 
auspicious and happy day, will realise their heavy great objective responsibility and rededicate themselves. 


JAI HIND 
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Address by Dr Shanker Dayal Sharma, 
President of India 
on the Occasion of the 50th Anniversary 
of the First Sitting of the Constituent Assembly 


Parliament House, New Delhi 


Monday, December 9, 1996 
18 Agrahyana, 1918 (Saka) 


It gives me immense pleasure to participate in this function to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of 
the first sitting of the Constituent Assembly of India. 


On behalf of the nation I pay tribute to all Members of the Constituent Assembly. Their 
painstaking efforts provided India with the basic legal and ethical framework for progress and 
development. 


It is also my privilege to felicitate some members of the Constituent Assembly who are with us 
today. 


The 9th of December, like the 9th of August, is im; 


portant in the history of our long struggle for 
Freedom. Indeed, the demand for a Constituent AssembI 


Y Was intrinsically linked to our larger goal of 


: ; Swaraj in 1929 had aroused great nationalist 
fervour and galvanized the people to take part with renewed vigour in the Freedom Movement. The 


cant part of the nationalist 
thi pce 
Harijan on 25th November, 1939, he said; [I quote] 1S Proposal. Writing in the 
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world was ina state of flux when our peaceful and non-violent struggle attained success. It was a 
struggle led by women and men of character, leaders who had braved the trials and tribulations of 
colonial rule and had undergone tremendous suffering and hardship. 


It was our beloved leaders who belonged to the masses, individuals with deep knowledge and 
learning and imbued with the values of our civilization, who were elected to participate in the Constituent 
Assembly. They hada broad global vision which encompassed all humanity and sought to harmonize 
the great spiritual values of our culture with the modern dynamic approach of other traditions. 


The values of our ethos and their own experiences during the Freedom Struggle spurred the 
constant striving of our people for the ideals of liberty, equality, justice, respect for human dignity and 
democracy. These ideals, the goals and values of the Freedom Struggle form the real essence, the life- 
breath of our Constitution and are enshrined in the Preamble. 


Already, in the decades before Independence our people were giving thought to their vision of 
an Independent India. Pandit Motilal Nehru drafted the well-known Nehru Report on the Constitution 
of free India. The Karachi Session of the Indian National Congress held in March, 1931 adopted the 
famous Resolution moved by Mahatma Gandhi which contained our charter on Fundamental Rights. It 
is against this historical backdrop of a long and arduous struggle and the crystallization of our vision of 
a sovereign, democratic nation that the first session of the Constituent Assembly was held in 1946, 
when, as Panditji said, we embarked on ‘the high adventure of giving shape, in the printed and written 
word, to a nation’s dream and aspiration’. 


There was a sense of mission in the members of the Constituent Assembly to draft a Constitution 
which would preserve the pluralism and essential oneness, and the unity and integrity of India. Our 
Constitution ensures that India remains a secular State. People belonging to different religious 
denominations who are all part of our vibrant pluralistic society, are guaranteed the freedom to practice 
their own religions. I might add that these Rights under our Constitution are available even to those who 
are not citizens of India. 


Our Constitution is not merely a political document which provides the framework and institutions 
for democratic governance - our Parliament, the Executive and the Judiciary. It provides a framework 
for the economic and social emancipation of society and particularly, the poor, the underprivileged and 
the downtrodden. As Granville Austine has said, “the core of the commitment to the social revolution 
lies in Parts IMI and IV, in the Fundamental Rights and in the Directive Principles of State Policy. These 
are the conscience of the Constitution.” It is of profound import that the Fundamental Rights are 


- enforceable by Courts of Law. Article 32 of the Constitution guarantees the implementation of these 


Rights. This is a very crucial safeguard against excesses by executive authority and casts a very heavy 
responsibility on our Judiciary, a vital pillar of our democratic polity, to ensure that fundamental human 
freédoms are guaranteed. oe 


When our Constitution was adopted on 26th November, 1949 our statesmen and visionaries 
had said that the Constitution is as good or bad as people who are entrusted to administer it, wish it to 
be. The Chairman of the Drafting Committee, the brilliant jurist, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, speaking a 
day before the adoption of the Constitution, had said: [I quote] 
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“The working ofa Constitution does not depend wholly upon the nature of the Constitution wie 
The factor on which the working of (the) organs of State depends are the people and the political 
parties they will set up as their instruments to carry out their wishes and their politics.” [Unquote] 


India has been fortunate to have leaders of outstanding calibre. They brought to bear the profound 
moral and ethical values of our ethos to the functioning of the institutions ofour Parliamentary Democracy. 
In this way-they ensured that democracy flourished and developed even stronger roots in our society. 
Many of you would recall the great care and attention, the interest and personal involvement of Pandit)! 

-in the work of the Parliament, the jewel in the crown of Democracy. 


During the last five decades, India can be proud to have safeguarded and enlarged the gains of 
freedom. We have provided flesh and blood to the constitutional edifice bequeathed to us by the 


founding fathers. Our Constitution has given us the framework for a strong nation, a Union of States; a 
nation of harmony between the Union and States and between the v 


polity. We can claim to have achieved significant success in the di 
democratic governance, our Parliament, the Executive and th 
Constitution nurtures a polity where the precepts and practice 
nature to the people. Through the elections to eleven Lok Sabha 
displayed their determination to fulfil their duties as responsible 


arious institutions of our democratic 
verse and inter-connected spheres of 
e Judiciary. The philosophy of the 
$s of democracy can become second 
s, the people of India have repeatedly 
citizens of the Republic. 

Our Parliament is the pre-eminent institution of our 
representatives of the people and it is the people’s interes 
larger and broader national vision. As Panditji said in the 


polity, Members of Parliament are the true 
ts which they articulate in the context of a 

Lok Sabha on 21 December, 1955: [I quote] 
“(Members of Parliament) are not on! 


y Members of this or that 
each Member of Parliament is a Member for I 


: particular area of India, but 
ndia and represents India, . 


..” [Unquote] 


: 4 f Cipation of the people at the 
grassroots level in our democratic processes in a 


very tangible and effective manner. 


If we look at nations around us, we can be 
adapted over time, to changing circumstances, ne 


proud of our resilient, living Constitution which has 
' for constitutions in other countries. 


eds and requirements, Indeed, it has become a model 


the Constitution closer to the common ma: 
making our institutions, our administration 
and fully mindful and sensitive to the needs 


n. This would be pos 


and systems of work, more and more di 
: > Irect] € 
and feelings of our People. pasvonnra! 
We must all comprehend the importance of: unity, 
and the value of having the freedom to 


the true Significance of. i 
ortan ; canons 0 
voice different viewpoints which indee eee 
any pluralistic society. As our sages of yore said, our aim 


font d, are the hallmarks of 
i common, o1 
there are diverse ways to reach our goals, > Our endeavours common, and 
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At this moment in our history, as we prepare to step into a new century and millennia, let us all 
ask ourselves what our goals and tasks are as citizens of this great and ancient nation striving to develop 
and modernize. What are our responsibilities in nation building ? How best can we discharge them ? 
The answers are not far, nor difficult to seek. Many have been provided to us by the life and work of the 
great stalwarts who have preceded us. We also find them in our tradition of selfless service and sacrifice 
and in the timeless moral and ethical ideals of our society. Let us draw inspiration from Bapu’s life and 
work and live up to his message of ‘Anasakti’ and ‘Nishkaam Karm’ or selfless service i.e. service 


without regard to the fruits of action. 


the world. 


NATIONAL ANIMAL OF INDIA 


The magnificent tiger, Panthera tigris 
(Linnaeus), is a striped animal. It has a thick 


yellow coat of fur with dark stripes. The 
combination of grace, strength, agility and 
enormous power has earned the tiger its pride of 
place as the national animal of India. 


Out of eight races of the species known, 
the Indian race - the Royal Bengal Tiger- is found 
throughout the covntry except in the north- 
western region, and also in the neighbouring 
countries, Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh. To 
check the dwindling population of tigers in India 
‘Project Tiger' was launched in April 1973. 


So far, 23 tiger reserves have been 
established in the vounry under this project, 
covering an area of 33,126 sq.kms., where an 
estimated 3000 tigers now roam free. 


This anniversary provides an opportunity for every citizen of India to renew the pledge to work 
for ‘Pura Swaraj’, for the well-being of our people, for peace and harmony in our society and indeed, 


JAI HIND 
NATIONAL BIRD OF INDIA 


The Indian peacock, Pavo cristatus (Linnaeus), 
the national bird of India, is a colourful, swan- 
sized bird, with a fan-shaped crest of feathers, a 
white patch under the eye and a long, slender 
neck. 


The male of the species is more colourful 
than the female, with a glistening blue breast and 
neck, and a spectacular bronze-green train of 
around 200 elongated feathers. The female is 
brownish, slightly smaller than the male, and lacks 
the train. The elaborate courtship dance of the 
male, fanning out the tail and preening its feathers 
is a gorgeous sight. 


sub-continent from the south and east of the Indus 
river, Jammu and Kashmir, east Assam, south 
Mizoram and the whole of the Indian peninsula. 
The peacock enjoys immense protection. It is fully 
protected under the Indian Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972. 


The Constituent Assembly met for the first time 
in New Delhi on 9 December, 1946 in the 
Constitution Hall which is now known as the 
Central Hall of Parliament House. Decorated 
elegantly for the occasion, the Chamber wore a 
new look on that day with a constellation of bright 
lamps hanging from the high ceilings and also from 
the brackets on its walls. Overwhelmed and 
jubilant as they were, the hon’ble members sat in 
semi-circular rows facing the Presidential dias. The 
desks which could be warmed electrically were 
placed on sloping green-carpeted terraces. Those 
who adorned the front row were Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Acharya J.B. Kripalani, 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Smt. Sarojini Naidu, Shri 
Hare-Krushna Mahatab, Pandit Govind Ballabh 
Pant, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Shri Sarat Chandra 
Bose, Shri C. Rajagopalachari and Shri M. Asaf 
Ali. Two hundred and seven representatives, 
including nine women were present. 
The inaugural session began at 11 a.m. with the 
introduction of Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha, the 
temporary Chairman of the Assembly, by Acharya 


Acharyaji said: “As we begin every work with 
Divine blessings, we request Dr. Sinha to invoke 
these blessings so that our work may proceed 
smoothly. Now, I once more, on your behalf, call 
upon Dr. Sinha to take the Chair.” 
Occupying the Chair amidst acclamation, Dr. 
Sinha read out the goodwill messages received 
from different countries. After the Chairman’s 
inaugural address and the nomination ofa Deputy 
Chairman, the members were formally requested 
to present their credentials. The First Day’s 
proceedings ended after all the 207 members 
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First Day in the Constituent Assembly 


_ Independent India. During this period, it held 


* members were chosen by indirect election by the 


Kripalani. While welcoming Dr. Sinha and others, * 


present submitted their credentials and signed the - 


Register. Seated in the galleries, some thirty feet 
above the floor of the Chamber, the 
representatives of the Press and the visitors 
witnessed this memorable event. The All India 
Radio, Delhi broadcast a composite sound picture 
of the entire proceedings. 


SOME FACTS 


The Constituent Assembly took almost 
three years (two years, eleven months and 
seventeen days to be precise) to complete its 
historic task of drafting the Constitution for 


eleven sessions covering a total of 165 days. Of 
these, 114 days were spent on the consideration 
of the Draft Constitution. As to its composition, 


members of the Provincial Legislative Assemblies, 
according to the scheme recommended by the 
Cabinet Mission. The arrangement was: (i) 292 
members were elected through the Provincial 
Legislative Assemblies; (ii) 93 members 
represented the Indian Princely States: and (iii) 4 
eras, represented the Chief Commissioners’ 
' vinces. The total membership of the Assembly 

us was to be 389. However, as a resuli of the 
Partition under the Mountbatten Plan of 3 June, 


: = ee clan Constituent Assembly was set 
Stan and repres. i 
Provinces ceased ee ae 


to be members of the 

Assembly. As a result, the membership of the 

joeembly was to 299 

ber, 1946 Pandit Ja 

December, 1946, wah hr 

moved the Objectives Resolution ail 

1. . . . 

a and ee constituent Assembly declares its 

ae mn resolve to proclaim India as a 

pendent § 


Overign Republic and to draw uP 


f 
‘or her future governance a Consinion; | 


| 


2. WHEREIN the territories that now 
comprise Bnitish India, the territories thatnow form 
the Indian States, and such other parts fo India 
as are outside British India and the States as well 
as such other territories as are willing to be 
constituted into the Independent Soveri gn India, 
shall be a Union of them all; and 


3. WHEREIN the said territories, whether 
with their present boundaries or with such others 
as may be determined by the Constituent 
Assembly and thereafter according to the law of 
the Constitution, shall possess and retain the status 
of autonomous Units, together with residuary 
powers and exercise all powers and functions of 
govermment and administration, save and except 
such powers and functions as are vested in or 
assigned to the Union, or as are inherent or implied 
in the Union or resulting therefrom; and 


4. WHEREIN all powerand authority of the 
Soverign Independent India, its constituent parts 
and organs of government, are derived from the 
people; and 


5. ° WHEREIN shall be guaranteed and 
secured to all the people of India justice, social 
€conomic and political : equality of status, of 
Opportunity, and before the law; freedom of 
thought, expression, belief, faith, worship, 
vocation, association and action, subject to law 
and public morality; and 7 


6. WHEREIN adequate safeguards shall be 
Provided for minorities, backward and tribal 
areas, and depressed and other backward 
classes; and 


7. WHEREBY shall b= maintained the 
Integrity of the territory of the Republic and its 
soverign rights on land, sea, and air according to 
Justice and the law of civilized nations; and 


8. This ancient Jand attains its righful and 
honoured placed in the world and make its full 
and willing contribution to the promotion of world 
Peace and the welfare of mankind. 


This Resolution was unanimously » iopted 
by the Constituent Assembly on 22 January 1947. 
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Late in the evening of 14 August, 1947 the 
Assembly met in the Constitution Hall and at the 
stroke of midnight, took over as the Legislative 
Assembly of an Independent India. 


On 29 August, 1947, the Constituent 
Assembly set up a Drafting Committee under the 
Chairmanship of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to prepare 
a Draft Constitution for India. While deliberating 
upon the draft Constitution, the Assembly moved, 
discussed and disposed of as many as 2,473 
amendments out ofa total of 7,635 tabled. 


The Constitution of India was adopted 
on 26 November, 1949 and the hon’ble members 


. appended their signatures to it on 24 January, 


1950. In all, 284 members actually signed the 
Constitution. On that day when the Constitution 
was being signed, it was drizzling outside and it 
was interpreted as a sign of a good omen. 

The Constitution of India came into force 
on 26 January, 1950. On that day, the Assembly 
ceased to exist, transforming itself into the 
Provisional Parliament of India until a new 
Parliament was constituted in1952. 


Sessions of the Constituent Assembly 


First Session: 9-23 December, 1946 
Second Session: 20-25 January, 1947 
Third Session: 28 April - 2 May, 1947 
FourthSession: 14-31 July, 1947 
Fifth Session: 14-30 August, 1947 
Sixth Session: 27 January, 1948 
Seventh Session: | 4 November,1948 - 
. 8 January, 1949 

Eighth Session: 16 May - 16 June, 1949 
Ninth Session: 30 July - 

18 September, 1949 
Tenth Session: 6-17 October, 1949 


14-26 November, 1949 


[The Assembly met once again on 24 J anuary, 
1950, when the members appended their 
signatures to the Constitution of India] 


Eleventh Session: 
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IMPORTANT COMMITTEES OF THE 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY AND 


THEIR CHAIRMEN 
Name of the Committee Chairman 
Committee on the Rules of Rajendra Prasad 


Procedure 


Steering Committee Rajendra Prasad 


Finance and StaffCommittee — Rajendra Prasad 
Credential Committee Alladi Krishnaswami 
Ayyar 


House Committee B. Pattabhi 
: Sitaramayya 
K.M. Munsi 


Rajendra Prasad 


Order of Business Committee 
Ad hoc Committee on the 
National Flag Committee 
on the Functions of 
the Constituent Assembly 
States Committee 
Advisory Committee on 
Fundamental Rights, Minorities 
and Tribal and Excluded Areas 
Minorities Sub-Committee 
Fundamental Rights 
Sub-Committee 
North-East Frontier 
Tribal Areas and Assam 
Exluded & Partially 
Excluded Areas Sub-Committee 
Excluded and Partially Excluded AY. Thakkar 
Areas (Other than those in Assam) 
Sub-Commiitee 
Union Powers Committee Jawaharlal Nehru 
Union Constitution Committee Jawaharlal Nehru 


Drafting Committee BR, Ambedkar 
STATEWISE MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
CONSTITUENT 


ASSEMBLY OF INDIA AS ON 3] 
DECEMBER, 1947 


G.V, Mavalankar 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


H.C. Mookherjee 
J.B. Kripalani 


Gopinath Bardoloi 


PROVINCES-229 
Sl. State No. of Members 
No. 
1. Madras 49 
2. Bombay 21 
3. West Bengal 19 
4, United Provinces 55 


Source ; Www.pib.nic.in i 


5. East Punjab 12 
6. . Bihar sl 
7. C.P. and Berar 17 
8. Assam . 
9. Orissa 2 
10. Delhi 
11. Ajmer-Merwara 
12. Coorg : 
INDIAN STATES-70 
i Alwar . 
2 Baroda ; 
3. Bhopal , 
4. Bikaner 
5. Cochin . 
6. Gwalior 4 
7. Indore | 
8. Jaipur 3 
9. Jodhpur 2 
10. Kolhapur 1 
“Il. Kotah l 
12. Mayurbhanj l 
13. Mysore 7 
14. Patiala 2 
15. Rewa 2 
16. Travancore 6 
17. Udaipur 2 
18. Sikkim and Cooch Behar Group 1 
19. Tripura, Manipur and Khasi 
States Group I 
20. U.P. States Group 1 
21. Eastern Rajputana States Group 3 
22, Central India States Group 3 
(ncluding Bundelkhand and Malwa) 
23. Wester India States Group 4 
: Gujarat States Group 2 
26. aan ee Madras States Group 2 
> Ea ah Group I 3 
2 Eastern States ae z ; 
29, Residuary hepa a ; 
OR ee 
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A Facet of National Integration 
A PIB Feature 


A decade or so ago to counter the threat of the 
divisive forces, a catchy slogan on buses and 
public places read “from Kashmir to Kanya 
Kumari India is one”. Incidentally, around the 
same time, V.S. Naipaul’s India: A Million 
Mutinies Now (1991) was released, visualising 
a strong and unified India despite its “million 
mutinies” threatening its very existence. The 
mutinies, he said, are a process of integration and 
restoration and are not to be wished away. “These 
were a part of a new beginning, of a new way for 
millions, part of India’s growth, part of its 
restoration’. It is true that “‘a central will, a central 
intellect and a national idea” has always prevailed 
underneath Indian culture lending cultural 
wholeness to the country. 


A mother from the Kangra region of 
Himachal Pradesh is tenderly bathing her infant 
and singing sonorously of a bird which says: “I 
have taken my bath, diving in the Ganga, I have 
Said my prayers, eaten my rice and am ready, 
while the lazy ones are still asleep”. The 
Organisation of the words in the local language is 
thythmic and the child is tickled. 


One remembers then a mother in far off 
Maharashtra, feeding her child and singing of 
CrOWS and sparrows and mynahs, inviting each 
to come, eat the offered grain, drink water and 
fly away. The words are again rhythmic, the musical 
Notes tickle the child and he/she laughs. These 
activities are not mere futile exercises, we know. 
They establish a bond between the child and the 
mother and help in developing the child’s 
Intelligence Quotient (IQ). 


Usha Bande 


These two situations make one aware of 
the similarities between the folklores of the two 
States — Himachal Pradesh and Maharashtra. It 
indeed makes one realise that culturally, India has 
always had a continuous and dynamic dialogic 
relationship. “8 

Considering the geographical sithation of 
Himachal Pradesh and Maharashtra ( the distance 
from one nearest point to the other could well be 
over 1500 kms), and the near on-existence of an 
effective communication system in centuries past, 
it is surprising that the folklore should have 
identical strands to an extent. The translation 
process — not only linguistic translation but also 
thematic - may have taken place effectively ata 
certain stage. These transactions have contributed 
greatly to inter-cultural relations between the 
ethnic groups living far away from each other. This 
is, in fact, the “contact zone”. The place where 
cultures come together and establish a relationship 
which binds the members ofa national community 
as acoherent group. The cohabitation of the purity 
of codes and languages along with the ethnic 
identity and the constituent difference make India 
amosaic of culture, an immense contact zone. 


Rali from Himachal Pradesh and Bahuli 
from Maharashtra are usually termed as play or 
games because they are young girls’ festivals 
(between the age groups of 7 and 15 years 
roughly) are celebrated with the gusto of games. 
The religious sanctity of yore associated with both 
has now taken the shape of social convention and 
group entertainment though the basic religious and 
ritualistic structure remains intact. Both Rali and 
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Bahuli are forms of goddess Parvati, the consort 
of Lord Shiv and by worshipping Shiv-Parvati 
the girls are supposed to get the blessings of the 
divine couple for a happy married life. 


Both these festivals have many things in 
common apart from the Parvati puja for getting a 
worthy husband and the religious sanctity. The 
making of clay idols, decorating the areas, stringing 
flowers in garland, are artistic activities which not 
only satisfy the innate human urge for beauty but 
also train the girls culturally. It is aplay school for 
them. While making clay idols the girls get in touch 
with the earth and though not consciously realising 
its impact they get a cosmic awareness which 
psychologists say denotes a unifying sense of 
oneness with the elements. Decoration of floor 
with Rangoli patterns in Maharashtra and the 
Likhnu in Himachal Pradesh have a symbolic 
significance. These patterns contain Swastikas, 
dots, lines and circles. The dots, for example, 
denote oneness of all, while the swastikas stand 
for the movement of the sun from east to west. 


The songs sung on the Occasions also ~ 


have aesthetic significance. In fact, the entire play 
of Bahuli and Rali is lyrical with Songs sung in 
unision with each activity- plasterin ig the floor with 
cow dung, drawing floor or wall designs, offering 
flowers and so on. 


Some folk narratives from Maharashtra 
and Himachal Pradesh also make interesting 
reading. These are two identical Stories about old 
couples. Both in the Marathi and the Story from 
Himachal the couples are poor. One day the wives 
discover that they have wheat flour enough to 
make only five chapatis. The chapatis are made 
but the question crops up who would eat three 
and who two? In the Marathi story the woman 
says she will eat three because she has to do 
household chores. But the man Tesents it and puts 
forward his case, Ultimately, they decide to go 
for a walk. The condition is that the one who 
speaks first would be the loser. For miles together 
both keep quiet. But while they cross field with 


bright red chillies hanging on green plants the 
woman cannot contain her curiosity. She asks her 
husband “ what is this red fruit dangling on the 
green plant?” She loses the bet. In the Himachali 
story also they go out for a walk. The woman 
loses the bet but in that case she is benefited 
because she can eat three. The stories are not 
only hilarious, they are a pointer towards 
significant social aspects as well. In the Marathi 
story the female has been given a voice to put : 
forward her claim. In the Himachali story, both 
are shown as caring for each other, ready to 
sacrifice his/her share for the other. 


There are two allegories — the stories of 
the crow and the Sparrow- which, though not 
identical, speak of the transmission of culture 
across the regions. The Marathi story of Cau 
Chieu (the crow and the Sparrow) is popular all 
over Maharashtra and almost every child is told 
this story. In the Story the crow has evil designs 
and plays wicked to the Sparrow. But when the 
horrified sparrow, seeing through his evil designs 
resolves to punish the crow, he has already 
disappeared. The sparrow Tealises too late. 


In the story from Himachal Pradesh, the 


Wicked crow gets the right punishment for his evil 
intentions, 


It is not difficult to understand the 
allegorical 


allusion- the crow stands for 
wickedness and Selfi 


thrashed b 
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but the help must come from the society 
(Himachali story). 


The two folk games for girls and the 
stories recounted here are the most structured and 
socially-oriented form of folklore to portray the 
social dynamics of the areas. These folklores may 
or may not have been literally translated as we 
understand translation today. But they do rise out 
of the natural contours of the land and reject the 
unnatural geographical boundaries. Folklore is 
oral literature but how it has been transmitted and 
translated across the region is a multi-dimensional 
question. As Redfield, a scholar of culture and 
society, points out in his book Peasant Society 
And Culture, traditions, culture and folklore seep 
slowly into the communities and get translated 
according to local dialogic process, “In a 


JADUMANI JAYANTI CELEBRATED 


Jadumani Jayanti was celebrated on January 10, 2002 at Itamati, the 
birth place of the eminent Oriya poet, Jadumani. It was jointly organised 
by Orissa Sahitya Akademi and Jadumani club. 


Speaking on the occasion, research scholar and writer, Ajay 
Mishra said Jadumani would be remembered for his satirical verses. 
Bijayalaxmi Das was honoured with 'Jadumani Pratibha’ for her work on 
the poet. Secretary of Orissa Sahitya Academy, Aswini Kumar Mishra 
and former legislator, Bansidhar Sahu were present. 


civilisation there is a great tradition of the reflective 
few and there is a little tradition of the largely 
unreflective many. The great tradition is cultivated 
in schools or temples, the little tradition works 
itself out and keeps itself going, in the lives of the 
unlettered in their village communities”. 


It is not necessary to have a written text 
for translation. Written texts, hallowed by time 
and tradition are not the only kind of text in a 
culture like India’s. ‘Oral traditions of any kind 
produce texts of their own cultural performance 
of every kind — plays, rituals, games-which are 
texts by themselves. In the context of the Indian 
heritage where the interplay between the national 
vs. regional, local cultures is a vital factor, the 
transmission of folk text is an interacting 
continuum. 


Toponymy of Konarak 
'Kona' the prefix 


The place name Konarak is considered to be a 
combination of two words Kona and Arka 
denoting comer and sun respectively. According 
to M.M.Ganguly, "The term corner or Kona has 
been used with reference to the position of the 
Padma Kshetra or Puri being situated at the 
northeast corner of the latter."! Debala Mitra 
presumes the prefix Kona to be "in relation to 
Trikona, in the corner direction of which the 
temple was erected" and identifies Trikona with 


Tikona on the bank of Kushabhadra? Sarala Das 
in his Oriya Mahabharata holds the'view that as 
demon Arka was 


killed by the sun god in the 


r On the basis of the 
above viewpoints K.S. Behera holds, "Either the 
relation to some other 


corner of the earth 
probably the south-eastern Corner," ; 


as a place name material 


"Kona' 


» and 
in the 
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R. Balakrishnan 


Kalahandi district; Kona, Konadi, Konadora, 
Konabai, Konaguda in Koraput district; Konapal 
in Mayurbhanj district and of course Konarak in 
Puri district. A study of occurrence of ‘Kona’ pre 
fixed place names in India throws upan interesting 
pattern from an ethno-linguistic viewpoint. 'Kon4 
pre fixed place names occur mostly in tribal areas 
and in geographical terms, more in peninsular 
India. In Orissa, except in case of Konark, which 
is located in the coastal district of Puri, all other 
‘Kona' pre fixed place names are obtained from 
the tribal areas only. Even when we search for 
the use of 'Kona' as a suffix we obtain a similar 
pattern. Out of 315 such occurrences, Madhy4 
Pradesh alone accounts for 78 and most of them 
occur in the tribal areas (now part of Chhattisgarh) 
and a place name called Konkona in Bilaspu! 
district deserves attention for Konakona !5 
considered to be the ancient name of Konarak-* 
In Orissa, it would be relevant here to mention 
that out of 60 'Kona' suffixed place names 4! 
Place names occur in the undivided Koraput 
district, which is dominated by tribal populatio”. 


The significance of this feature cannot be 
totally lost sight of, for the underlying concepts 
behind sun worship in Konarak seem to b& 
showing a remarkable oneness with the belie! 
and faiths of Prinitive societies as much its affinity 

Stablished temple-based sun worship 
ns found within and outside the country: 
Against this background we ma’ critically 
vl the validity ofthe Prevailing iwerprenton 
and look for other Possibilities, if any. 


Usage of kon 


It is surprising to note that the term kona 
is used in an identical sense in almost all the 
languages spoken in India, transcending the 
boundaries of linguistic families. 


In Sanskrit, kona means ‘a corner’, 'an 
angle’. Italso means, ‘an intermediate point of the 
compass’, 'the sharp edge of a sword'. The 
compound word Konakoshtha means ‘a corner 
field' and the expression kona-koni means ‘from 
angle to angle’, ‘from one corner to the other’, 
‘corner wise’ and ‘diagonally’. Kona vritta means 
a vertical circle extending from northeast to 
southwest and from northwest to southeast. 
Konasanku means 'the sinus 6f the height of the 
sun’. In Pali, kona denotes 'corner' and ‘angle' 
and in Prakrit, kona or konaga means ‘corner’. 
In Hindi, kon means 'a corner’, 'an angle! 'the 
intermediate point' and'a radian’. In Oriya, kona 
denotes 'a corner’, 'an angle’. In Santali as well as 
in Munda, kon denotes 'corner', angle’. 


In Tamil, kon means ‘angle’, 'crossness 
of disposition’, and 'crookedness'; Konam means 
‘curve’, ‘curvature’, 'corner' and ‘angle’. In 
Cankam literature in Tamil, the term konam is 
used to denote 'the iron hook with which elephants 
are controlled by its drive’. The terms konu or 
koni means 'to be bent’, 'curved', 'be crooked’, 
and ‘deviate’; konal means ‘obliquity’, ‘hump’. In 
Malayalam, kon means ‘corner’, ‘angle’ and 
konam means ‘corner’. In Kannadam, kon, kone, 
kona mean ‘angle’, ‘corner’. In Tulu, kona, kone 
denote the same meaning. In Telugu, konamu 
denotes 'angle', ‘corner’; kona means ‘corner’. In 
Kodagu, kon is aspirated and pronounced as gon 
and denotes 'corner ot a room’. Kane in Gadaba 
means ‘corner’, In Konda, kona means ‘corner’. 
In Kui spoken by Khondhs of Phulbani, Kuna 
denotes 'corner' or ‘angle’. 


Kona, the corner 


Let us handle the interpretation of Kona 
to mean 'corner' and its relevance in the context 
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of sun worship in general and Konarak in 
particular. 

In Hindu cosmology, the earth is 
represented as four cornered (Caturbhrsti) with 
reference to the horizon's relationship with sunrise 
and sunset, the north and south direction.° It is 
believed that Vaastu (architecture) ofa structure 
has a significant bearing on the health and 
prosperity. The concept of vaastu was followed 
rigidly when it comes to the design and 
construction of temples. Of the eight directions, 
uttar-poory also known as ishanya (North- 
East), uttar-paschim or vaayavya (North-West), 
dakshin-poory or aagneya (South-East) and 
dakshin-paschim or nairhitya (South-West) are 
known as Konas meaning ‘corners’. 


Which one of the corners does Kona 
mean in the context of Konarak ? There are 
divergent views alternating between northeast and 
southeast. Let us have a look at the site plan of 
the Konarak temple.'® It shows complete 
compliance to the basic principles of vaastu. As 
per vaastu sastra the kitchen should be located 
in the southeast corner and in the sun temple 
complex we find the kitchen (6) being located in 
the southeastern side and there is a well (6a) on 
the northeastern side of the kitchen, which is in 
conformity to the vaastu principle. Again, to the 
north of the Jagamohana we see a plinth of a 
small mandapa, which is considered to have 
served as the snanamandapa (4) for the 
ceremonial bath of the presiding deity. And again, 
to the east-northeast of the mandapa (to the 
north-east of Deula and Jagamohana), we find 
a well. This again is in agreement with the 
prescriptions of vaastu. 


In order to identify the kona in the context 
of Konarak we need to understand the tradition 
behind sun temples in ancient and medieval India. 
Legends weave a thread of nexus between the 
popular sun temples. Bhavishya-Purana 
associates the ancient sun temple at Mulastan 
(now known as Multan in Pakistan) with Samba, 


the son of Krishna and his leprosy-cure through 
sun worship. The same legend is embodied in 
Kapila-Samhita, Madala-Panji and Prachi- 
Mahatmya asa tradition behind the origin of sun 
temple in Konarak. Besides, we find the 
hydronym- the name of the river- Chandrabhaga 
to be common to both the places. A similar legend 
that shows the nexus between leprosy and sun 
worship is associated with another popular sun 
temple at Suryanar Koil in Tamilnadu. In this case, 
the nine planetary gods are shown as victims of 
leprosy-curse and beneficiaries of subsequent 
cure, 


The popular sun temple that fi gured in the 
observation of Abul Faraj (988 A.D) an Arab 
geographer mentions about a popular sun temple 
that the sick and lepers and those who suffer from 
skin disease, palsy and other grave illness came 
and stayed there praying for cure. It is held that 
the temple described here is Konarak sun 
temple.!! 


Of the four corners, the ishanya kon 
(northeast) is considered to be the most sacred 


in the context of worship as well as medicine, With 


regard to construction of dwelling houses, 
northeast portion is considered ideal for installing 
the holy idol and locating puja room. It is also 
suggested to plant sacred plants such as tulsi, 
tumbe and other healing herbs in the northeastern 
side of the homestead. It is considered desirable 
to keep the medicine chests in the northeastern 
part of the house in order to increase the healing 
property of the medicines. The northeastem comer 
is considered to be corresponding to the head of 
the vaastu purusha, hence kept open and clean. 
Ishanya (northeast) means Divine, and the divine 
energy is believed to be flowing from this 
direction. The northeast is also considered tobe 

’ the appropriate direction for locating a well or 
other sources of water. 


The significance of northeast in the 
specific context of leprosy-cure-related sun 
temple can be understood with the help of | legends 
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associated with sun temple in Suryanar Koil in 
Tamilnadu. According to legends, sage, Agastiya 
when approached by the planetary gods who had 
been cursed with leprosy, advised them to do their 
meditation aiming at the cure for leprosy at the 
northeast corner of erukku vanam (forest of 
Calotropis gigantea) when sun rises. 


The existence ofa Sun-temple at Konarak 
prior to the construction of the present one is a 
fact sufficiently endorsed by literary works and 
accepted by scholars such as H.T.Colebrooke, 
Bishan Swarup, Krupasindhu Misra, Jagabandhu 
Sinha and K.S.Behera. Madala Panji attributes 
the construction of an earlier sun temple to King 
Purandara Kesari of the Kesari dynasty. 


Within the temple complex, there is a 
old temple (2) to the west-southwest of the maif 
temple (3). There is a view that this old temple 
was meant originally for Surya. The sculptures of 
this temple are stylistically different from those 0” 
the main temple and are believed to be of an earlier 


date. Further west of this old temple, in the 
southwest corner of t 


ancient brick tem 
doubt are ancien 
these two temple: 
is logical, the ne 
to the northeas 
choice of dire 
tradition, sho 
monument. 


he complex, there is 4 
ple (1). These two temples, 1° 
t to the big temple. If we take 
S as points of reference, which 
Ww Sun-temple is clearly located 
t. This would clearly show the 
ction, in clear endorsement of 
wn by the builders of the present 


‘So-called ‘Altar Stone’, lying at 
Heel Stone! at the entrance, !§ 
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SITE PLAN OF SUN TEMPLE AT KONARK 
0 400 80 120 160 200 


PEA LS REELED ELAR TLV IIS peep peepee yey 


sp reeT EE LIE OI | 


e a LILES LLL, At are eat E LIES ees 
1 IEF TE LLL SP TEETTLE e , 
a COMPOUND WALL 


ENTRANCE 


1. BRICK TEMPLE 

2. CHAYA DEVI TEMPLE 

3. KONARK MAIN TEMPLE 

4. SNANA MANDAP 
(Ceremonial bathing place) 

4(a). WELL 

5. NATA MANDIR 

6. KITCHEN 

6(a). WELL. 
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directed to the point in the northeast wire the 
sun rose on mid summer day. It is pertine.it to 
note that the Stonehenge has its main entrance 
facing the northeast. The stones at Stonehenge 
are arranged in such a way that on midsummer 
day aman standing at the center of the monument 
and looking at the opening between two of the 
outer circle of standing stones can see the rising 
sun pass directly over the upright Hele-stone 
outside the monument. 


We have reason enough to believe that 
the prefix kon in the place name Konarak means 
north east corner or direction. This has been 
corroborated by circumstantial evidences. 


Kona, the angle 


We have already dwelt upon the meaning 
of the term kona in various Indian languages. That 
the term refers to 'angle' has already been touched 
upon. 


In the context of place name Konarak 
what does kon in the sense of 'angle' or 'curve' 
could probably mean? Has it any thing to do with 
the nature of topography of Konarak ? It is 
pertinent to note that Konarak forms part of an 
eastward angularity that the coastland develops 
from the northeastern edge of Chilika Lake, which 
encompasses Puri and goes up to the mouth of 
Mahanadi at Astaranga. If not, had kon derived 
its inspiration from the ancient topography of 
Konarak, prior to the receding of sea at Konarak, 
altering the shape of coastline there? 


The significance of the angle of sun rays 
and its declination while falling ona particular point 
of earth and at a particular point of time can be 
established from evidences from the civilizations 
known for sun worship, all over. In Egypt, in the 
southern region of Nubia, there is a massive sun 
temple located at Abu Simbel on the west bank 
of the Nile. This temple measures 100 feet in 
height, 119 feet in width and 185 feet in depth 
and is carved into a mountain. Pharaoh Ramses 
II constructed this ancient temple. The temple 


faces east at such a precise angle that just twice a 
year in the early morning the sun rays slowly 
creep185 feet into the cavernous temple through 
its large chambers and narrow halls and illuminate 
the inner sanctum.The illumination occurs on 
February 22 and October 22 coinciding the 
birthday and coronation day respectively, of 
Ramses II. On those two days, for only a few 
hours, sunrays mystically lighting up two statues 
of sun gods Amon-Re and Re-Horakhte and a 
third one of Ramses illuminate the back wall of 
the innermost shrine. On all other days the statues 
remain in darkness. 


The case of Salisbury Stonehenge cited 
earlier also highlights the significance of'angle' of 
sunrays in conceptual design and practical 
establishment of the sun worship related 
monuments. The recent claim of archeologists in 
Germany that they have discovered the remains 
ofa huge prehistoric sun temple at Kyhna in the 
east German state of Saxony, built around 5000 
B.C., is relevant in this context. It is reported that 
as in the case of Stonehenge of Salisbury the 
stones of the Kyhna site were laid out in precise 
alignment with the rays of sun at the summer 
solstice. 


Significance of Magha Saptami 


In Orissa, the Samba Dasami, which 
falls on 10th day of the bright halfof Pausa (about 
the middle of the month of January) is a popular 
festival associated with sun worship. Around this 
time Makara-Sankranti (the junction of the 
Capricon) that broadly coincides with the time 
when the perceived movement of the sun towards 
the northern hemisphere of the earth commences 
and when the sun enters the tenth house of the 
Zodiac. It is not out of place to mention that 
Makara is the most important festival of the Santal 
tribe of Orissa, who worship the sun god 
Singbonga as the ‘Supreme Being’. Again, in 
the context of Konarak, Magha Saptami (the 
seventh day of the bright half of the month of 
Magha that falls in January-February) is the most 


important day of the year. The ancient tradition 
of taking a ritual bath on this day in the sea or in 
the river Chandrabhaga, recorded in Brahma 
Purana, Krtya Kaumudi, Oriya Mahabharata, 
continues even now. The Magha Saptami, is also 
called as Rathasaptami, and is supposed to be 
the day on which the northward movement 
(uttarayana) of the sun takes definite effect. In 
Indian tradition, this day is regarded as the day 
when the chariot of the sun is diverted to the north 
by his charioteer, Aruna. 


The tradition of sun worship and a holy 
dip on Magha Saptami day at Konarak seems 
to be more ancient than the temple itself. The 
festival, as has been documented, continued even 
after the ruin of the temple and gradual silting up 
of the Chandrabhaga. Thousands of devotees 
including a large number of tribals from Nayagarh, 
Ganjam areas participate in this festival. In this 
context, the observation of Alice Boner on 
Konarak that" the place was and is still venerated, 
regardless of the condition of the temple, whether 
whole or in ruins, would prove that it is more the 


ground on which the temple stands than the temple 
itself that is hollowed, ,."12 is very much valid, 


If we review this 
of leprosy- related Sam’ 
therein the importance of. northeast in the context 
of Konarak could be appreciated. After all 
northeast is the divine comer and associated with 
the concept of medicine and cure. As Per vaastu 
sastra the element associated with Northeast is 
water. An early morning dip associated with sun- 
cure when sun chan 


es its course northward 
augur well only with northeast. a 


tradition in the context 
ba myth and sun- cure 


If that is the case, do we hav 
presume--considering the importanc 
have been given to the aspects of 'sacred 
geometry’ in the construction of Konarak temple- 
- that the builders of this nonumental temple had 
the positioning of the sanctum in alignment with 
the sunrays on a particular day or days of the 
year, probably on the day of Magha Saptami in 
their mind ? 


© Scope to 
© seems to 
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We face a problem in coming out witha 
definite answer to this. The entrance of the 
Jagamohana remains closed. The dimension of 
the image that was in sanctum is not clear. Hence, 
physical validation on ground is nota reality now. 
However, simulating a mathematical model could 


bea possibility, which this researcher is currently 
working on. 


Even in the absence of such empirical 
data, considering the fact that a holy dip at sunrise 
on the Magha Saptami day (when northward 
movement of sun takes definite effect) has been 
pivotal to the importance of Konarak, we can 
safely presume that the comer or angle, whichever 
way we understand the term, designated by kon 
in the context of Konarak is northeast. 


Post script: Konarak in Iran 


Kon seems to be a universal term. The 
primitive tribes of Austro-Asiatic and Dravidian 
origin use the term as much as the speakers of 
Indo-Aryan do. Even the English terms such as 
‘cone’, ‘conical’ based on Latin conus (derived 
from Greek konus) show definite affinity with the 
term. Depending on the context, Vedic people 
used anumber of terms to denote'angle' and most 
common of them is Karna. The term Karna 
means'sun’, 'the son of Pritha (or Kunti) by Surya’ 
and hence the sun nexus of the term would be 
obvious. Karna denoting 'ray' or ‘beam of light’ 
is considered to be the basis for the Greek term 
Karneios, which means ‘radiant’. This establishes 
the nexus between angle and ray. The Peruvian 
Prefix Kon means'sun' and the mythical sun- king 
who claimed direct descent from sun is called 
Kon-Tiki. The 'Grandfather the Sun’ of Osage 
Indian myth is called Wah-Kon-Tah, 


Being encouraged ide 
Prevalence and anti raged by such wi 


would lik, 


Orissa Review # January - 2002 


meters away from a brackish water lake, we come 
across a village called Konarak (25026'N\590 
04'E). At 250 21'N\60023'E, there is a coastal 
village called Konarak, located barely 500 meters 
away from the coast of Arabian Sea on the Gulf 
of Oman. About 6.5 km away from Persian Gulf 
there is yet another village called Konarak (290 
52'N\ 860 06'E). Again, in the Plateau of Iran, 
Konarak (290 45'N\590 50") as a place name 
occurs. Can these occurrences be mere 
coincidence ? Not likely, for Konarak as a place 
name in Iran does not occur in isolation. 


Chilika is a place name as well as the name 
of a famous brackish water lake near Konarak in 
Orissa. We come across Chilika sar (360 
49'N\490 37'E) in Iran. In Orissa, Narkan is a 
tiny village near Konarak on the way to Gop; 
there is also a village called Narkan (350 
40'N\530 28'E) in Iran. Sarda is a village located 
between Konarak and Gop in Orissa and Sardha 
(370 50'N\ 470 26'E) is a village in Iran as well. 
Marad is a village near Belpokhari in Konarak 
area in Orissa and Marad is a village (300 
30'N\480 18'E) in Iran. In Orissa Golara is a 
protected forest and Golara garh is a village in 
the vicinity of Konarak; both Gollar (380 
17'N\450 54'E), Golhar (330 53'N\500 59'E) 
are place names in Iran. We come across a village 
called Ansara to the north of Konarak in Orissa 
whereas Ansar is a village (330 14'N\500 19'E) 
in Iran. Bam is an oft repeated place name in Iran 
(290 06'N\ 580 20'E, 360 53'N\570 55'E) and 
Bam is a place name that occurs near Konarak in 
Orissa. Aruhan is a place near Konarak in Orissa, 
where ancient monuments are found whereas we 
come across Arhan (360 17'N\480 53’E) in Iran. 
Kanas is a place located about 17 km away from 
Sakigopal and about 50 k.m away from Konarak 
in Orissa. Kanas (300 26'N\520 32'E) is a place 
name in Iran as well. Most interestingly Puri, the 
name of the place where the world-famous 
Jagannath Temple is located, occurs as a place 
name in Iran (260 21'N\610 16'E) as well. These 


identical name clusters occurring in both the 
regions cannot be treated as accidental. 


The influence of Iranian Maga priests on 
sun worship in India is a well-documented fact. 
The Mahabharata appears to have been familiar 
with the fire-sun worshipping priests from 
Sakadvipa. It is generally held that the first wave 
of the Magas may have entered India in the wake 
of Achaemenid invasion in the Sth century B.C." 
In many later puranas, there are direct references 
to the coming of the Magas from Sakadvipa to 
India with a view to accepting priesthood in sun 
temples.'* Samba, the builder of the sun temple 
at Multan has been credited with bringing Maga 
priests on the advice of Narada. It is said that 
Sakadvipa must have been situated in Iran, most 
probably in eastern Iran.'> The sun images in India 
including the images at Konarak in their northern 
dress, girdle round the waist and high boots 
covering the feet bear indelible marks of Iranian 
influence. It is pertinent to note that one of the 
chief features of Magi-cult was their worship of 
sun- god and fire-god under the name of Mithra 
with eastward position, which is the case with 
Konarak in Orissa as well. 


On the basis of above, this author 
proposes that a proper understanding of the 
genesis of sun worship in Konarak calls for a 
detailed probe beyond the confines of recorded 
history, epigraphy, medieval and later literature. 


Probably we need to follow the lead given by the 


place names, consult the faiths of sun worshipping 
tribes, for whom the sun is the supreme god, and 
pick up clues from their collective memories and 
the migratory routes of ancient societies. After 
all, place names are considered to be providing a 
‘fossil representation’ of an immemorial past. 
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Subhas Chandra Bose and Orissa 


I 


The life and works of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
constitute a fascinating chapter in the history of 
India’s struggle for independence. There are 
studies on many important aspects on this Indian 
Pilgrim. But there is still an eagerness from the 
side of the historians to delve deep into his life. 
Studies on Subhas mainly concentrate on his 
dynamic activities in the Gandhian phase of the 
nationalist movement in India. There is still a dark 
room for research on his connection with Orissa. 
Orissa was the homeland of this fearless patriot 
and so specific attention should be directed to a 
study of his connection with Orissan problems. 
In this paper I present a study on his link with 
Orissa and his participation in the articulation of 
Oriya problems in the nationalist phase. 


I 


Subhas Chandra Bose was born to 
Janakinath Bose who had migrated to Orissa in 
the 1880s and had settled at Cuttack as a lawyer. 
He was born on Saturday, the 23rd January 1897. 
The house of Janakinath at Cuttack was a large 
L-shaped two-storey building almost at the centre 
of the town. It had several small quarters for the 
Servants attached to tne main building. About his 
home town Cuttack he writes in his 
autobiography; 


Though a comparatively small town with a 
Population of 20000, Cuttack had an importance of its 
Own owing to a variety of factors. It had an unbroken 
tradition since the days of the early Hindu kings of 
Kalinga. It was de facto cap‘tal of Orissa which could 
boast of such a famous place cf pilgrimage as Puri and 
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glorious art relics as those of Konarka Bhubaneswar 
and Udaigiri. It was the headquarters not only for the 
British administration in Orissa, but also for the 
numerous ruling chiefs in that province. Although 
Cuttack afforded a healthy environment for the growing 
child, it had some of the virtues of both city and country 


life. (Bose 1997 : 3-4) 


Subhas had great love for the river 
Mahanadi on whose bridge in the winter season 
he could prepare his anti-English speech. 
(Chaudhuri 1996 : 102 ) 


He started his student career from a 
Missionary School which was meant primarily for 


European and Anglo-Indian boys and girls. In 
January 1909 Subhas joined the Ravenshaw 
Collegiate School, Cuttack. About his school life 
he reported ; 


Among the teachers and students there were 
both Bengaices and Oriyas and the relation between 
them was quite cordial. One did not hear in those days 
-at least we students did not bear of any ill-feeling or 
misunderstanding between the people of the two sister 
provinces. So far as the members of our family are 
concerned we could never think or feel in terms of narrow 
parochialism or provincialism. For that we have to thank 
our parents. My father had extensive contact with the 
people of Orissa and intimate personal relation with 
many distinguished Oriya families. His outlook was 
consequently broad and his sympathies wide and they 
unconsciously influenced the rest of his life. 1 cannot 
remember even to have heard from his lips one single 
disparaging remark about the people of Orissa. (31-32) 


Of the teachers there was one who left a 
permanent impression on his youthful mind in 
Orissa. He was the headmaster Beni Madhab 
Das. He felt an irresistible moral appeal in his 
personality. Up till then he had never experienced 
what it Was to respect a man. For Subhas to see 
Beni Madhab was to adore him. The great 
memory persisted and in his advanced years he 
felt that Beni Madhab was not an ordinary man. 
He writes : "J secretly said to myself that if I 


wanted an ideal for my life it should be to emulate 
him." (32) 


Subhas had sympathy for the education 
of the Oriya boys in Cuttack as a candidate of 
Matriculation Examination in 1913. He visited the 
Upper Primary School at Khannagar (Cuttack) 
with Jyotischandra Saha and Nilamani Sengupta 
and distributed sweets to the students after giving 
them good advice. They also brought a table for 
the school with them. The Head Pandit of the 
School, Giridhari Naik appreciated this attitude 


of Subhas and his friends. ( Utkala Dipika, 
29.3.1913 ) 


The first political impetus Subhas Teceived 
was in 1912 froma student of his age. He came 


to Cuttack and Puri ona tour and was introduced 
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to him by the Headmaster Beni Madhab Das. 
Before he came he was connected witha group 
in Calcutta which had as its ideal- spiritual uplift 
and national service along constructive lines. His 
visit to Cuttack came off at a time when the mind 
of Subhas was beginning to turn towards social 
and national problems. It was a psychologically 
opportune moment when at Cuttack Subhas 
became passionately interested about his duty to 
the country. ( Bose 1997 : 31-32 ). 


Il 


Subhas Bose was drawn to the problems of 
Orissa in the twenties of the 20th century. This 
phase in Orissa was marked by a great awakening 
for the assertion of Oriya identity. A significant 
part of that articulation was a widespread 
organisation in Calcutta which was called Prabas! 
Odiya Sabha. The enthusiastic Oriyas wanted to 
unite all the Oriya workers and labourers in 
Calcutta for Presenting the Oriya identity. Subhas 
had a very important role in the organisation of 
the Oriya labourers in Calcutta Prabasi Odiya 
Sramajibi Sangathan. ( Utkala Dipika, August 
and September 1924) On 15th August 1924 there 
Was a meeting of the workin g Committee of Oriya 
labourers’ Association (Calcutta) in the Calcutta 
house of Sabhas. Gopabandhu Dash was the 


Was presided over by Gopabandhu Dash and 


Subhas attended the meeting. Subhas spoke if 
Oriya amidst | 


~ aracter. If the movement 
Proceeded Steadily, he Would try to secure help 
Ft 


for it from the Calcutta Corporation to establish 
night schools and to provide medical aid. 


His love and regard for Oniyas in this phase 
can be known from his letter to the All Orissa 
Students’ Conference of 1924. (Asha, 
18.8.1924) In that letter he expressed his gratitude 
to the organisers for the invitation. He stated that 
the best part of his life was spent in Orissa as he 
got his education in Orissa. Although he was in 
Calcutta, he still remembered Orissa. While he 
was a student in Orissa, he felt the need of moral 
education training for the Oriya boys. But then in 


1924, according to Subhas, a new generation of 


dedicated and ideal patriots like Pandit 
Gopabandhu Dash, Nilakantha Das, 
Gopabandhu Chaudhuri and others would inspire 
the young group. The Oriya young men would 
like to be right men instead of deputies and 
Pandits. . 


This interesting connection of Subhas 
with the Oriyas has been accepted by the leading 
Oriyas, although Subhas did nothing to prevent 
the Union of Medinapure (an Otiya area) with 
Bengal. In the 1930s the Oriya paper Asha 
bitterly criticised Subhas for his neglect of Oriya 
cause. Despite that in 1938 Subhas as Congress 
President sent his greetings to Utkal Conference 
which can be quoted here : 


Tam sorry I cannot attend the coming session 
of the Utkal Con ference. Being a son of Utkala my heart 
is always there. I hope, however that inspite of my 
unwilling absence the conference will be a great success, 
Great responsibility has now develved on Utkala and 
Specially on the Congressmen of U#i.ala. Utkala has now 
a Congress ministry and it is necessary that the 
Congress Organisation in Utkal should be in a state of 
first class efficiency. For this purpose it is necessary to 
have unity among the ranks of Utkal Congressmen. I 
hope the conference will help to restore this much desired 
unity and give a strong impetus to Congress work and 
organisation. I am looking forward to the day vhen I 
will be able to visit Orissa. (Nabeen, May 24 and 31, 
1938) 


Orissa Review # January - 2002 


Before that Subhas as president of All 
India Congress Committee while going with 
Mahatma Gandhi in the Calcutta Bombay Mail 
for organisational activities on 2nd February 1938 
met Bhanusankar Mohanlal Joshi, Secretary of 
Sambalpur District Congress Committee at 
Jharsuguda (Railway Junction). (Asha, 7-2-1938) 
There was many discussion about Congress 
activities in Orissa and many people of Sambalpur 
met Subhas on that occasion. 


IV 


The formation of the Forward Bloc by 
Subhas was not appreciated by many leaders in 
Orissa. Within a week of his resignation as 
Congress President Subhas announced in Calcutta 
on May 3, 1939 the formation of a new group 
within the Congress which was called the Forward 
Bloc. Subhas said that the object was to rally all 
radical and anti-imperialist progressive elements 
in the country on the basis of a minimum 
programme representing the greatest common 
measure of agreement among radicals of all 
shades of opinion. When he moved to make the 
Forward Bloc, Bose hoped that all radicals 
presumably meaning Socialists, Communists, 
Kisan Sabhaists and others would join in this 
forum. Some of the left elements were agreeable 
to joint activities and actions. But Bose was not 
able to gain members for the Forward Bloc except 
from among his close associates and those who 
believed that he stood for the right path of action. 
(Gordan 1997:391). 


In Orissa, this step of Subhas was not 
appreciated by many leaders. Commenting on his 
activities, the editor of Utkala, Sahitya reported: 


The clear objectives and the programmes of 
this bloc of Subhas have so long not been presented 
before the people of India. He also does not like to 
answer the questions on the objectives and 
programmes. But everywhere he criticises the Gandhian 
leadership. In his speeches one can only find out high 
sounding phrases. He is responsible for indiscipline 
and discontent in Congress circle. (Utkal Sahitya, 1346/ 
1939, Asadha, p. 118-120) 
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H. K. Mahtab and Biswanath Das 
requested Subhas to change his attitude towards 
the Congress, for they believed it would harm the 
nationalist movement. (Gordon 1997:392) 


However, Subhas continued his activities. 
He visited Orissa on Sth August 1939 and 
addressed a meeting of the students at Ravenshaw 
College at 3 p.m. and in the evening presided over 
the youths’ conference held within the Cuttack 
Municipal Compound. (Special Section Report, 
Government of Orissa 1939, Acc-1082 of Orissa 
State Archives, Bhubaneswar). 


On the 6th morning he received an 
address of the Cuttack Municipality and another 
address presented to him by the “All Utkal 
Students’ Federation”. He received a third 
address of welcome which was presented to him 
by the students of the Ravenshaw Collegiate 
School at 2 p.m. Later in the afternoon he 


attended a small meeting organised in his honour 
by Nabayuga Sahitya Sansad. 


At the Meetings and conferences Subhas 
tried to expound the Principles of the Forward 
Bloc. He justified the existence of members 
holding different or Opposite views within the 
body of the Congress, He Said that there was 
nothing unusual ifhe held a view unacceptable to 
a few other members. He pointed Out the growing 
weakness of the British imperialism and the 
simultaneous awakening of; political Consciousness 
in India. He stressed upon the success ofa 
Satyagraha war as the country was Teady for such 
a war. He said that if the present leaders believed 
that it was not so prepared they should give away 
for others who could lead the country to war. 

He explained that though India’s 
immediate problem was to secure independence 
the problem of improving the Country and to 
maintain her independence when obtained was 
no less important. The history of Abyssinia, 
Czechoslovakia, Spain, Egyptand China showed 
that weak nations could not retain their 
independence. Indians might obtain their 


independence through non-violence, but they 
would not protect it except through power and 
force. The country must have a trained body of 
men able to fight for it. Congress must make a 
more strenuous effort to strengthen its ranks. He 
appealed the students to join the Congress. He 
defined the programme of the Forward Bloc 
which he said was three-fold : 


(i) Consolidation of the left wing of the 
Congress and propaganda of the principles of the 
Forward Bloc and the recruitment of a 
Satyagraha army, . 


(ii) Forcing the Congress to accept the 
principles of the Forward Bloc. 


(iii) To start a Satyagraha war for Purna 
Swaraj. 


Pandit Nilakantha Das and his son 
Ashoka were great supporters of the Forward 
Bloc. Satis Chandra Guha, an ex-externee of 
Bengal, who was in Puri in 1939 was very active 
in his attempts to Organise local followers for the 


Forward Bloc of the Congress started by Subhas. 
(Government of Orissa, S 


Possession of a book 
named Biplabi Subhas. In 1942 there was a 


search of the premises of Nababharat Press by 
the police. It found some Forward Bloc 
Correspondences, circulars and blank printed oath 
letter of the Forward Bloc from the bedroom 
inside Ashoka Das’s trunk. It also seized a 
document named Bidrohi dated 2.3.1 942 which 
Was a highly seditious and prejudical report as it 
urged for an armed revolution for 
the British Government in In 
leadership of Bidrohi Subhas C 
€ntroning him as the dictater 
ie Revenue Confidentia] 
cc. 482 i 
Phubeneswit Orissa 


overthrowing 
dia under the 
handra and for 
of Free India. (Board - 
Files, No.42 of 1942, 

State Archives, 


WV 


Many Ori ms 
Hind Fauz. They display nioined Azad 


Splayed acts of uncommon 
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heroism. The list of the Oriya soldiers of the Indian 
National Army is available in the Records of the 
Home Department. They were classified under 
three categories such as Black, Grey and White 


(Jena 1997:17-18). Most of the soldiers were , 
from Ganjam and Puri district. Only two of them ° 


were from the district of Cuttack and one was 
from Balasore. 1100 civilians of Southern and 
Eastern India were detained in Burma which 
included many Oriyas. About fifty-five Oriyas of 
the Azad Fauz were kept in the central jail of 
Rangoon. Important Oriya soldiers and workers 
in the Azad Fauz were Braja Mohan Pattanaik, 
Krishna Chandra Tripathy, Kumari Lakshmi (of 
Rani Jhansi Wing), Nakula ( of Bala Sena) 
Narasimha Das of Lochapada (Ganjam), Utsaba 
Pradhan ( of Pakidi), Mohan Pradhan, Somanath 
Panigrahi, Bira Patra of Gobindapur, Rajan 
Sarangi ofMahulia, Ganesh Rath of Pitala, Ananta 
Choudhury of Kukudakhandi. (Nabeen, April 16 
and 18 June, 1946) The Oriyas in Burma took 
an important role in the movement of the Azad 
Fauz for the inspiring address of the Chief General 
Major General Lakshmi of Jhansi Rani Wing in 
Rangoon on the occasion of Kasturba Memorial 
Day. (Nabeen, April 16, 1946) Braja Mohan 
Pattanaik was a very efficient Oriya officer in the 
Army who organised the Oriyas then in Burma in 
Support of Subhas.-A disciple of Krishna Chandra 
Tripathy named Lakshmi (often years) joined the 
Jhansi Rani Wing and was imprisoned in Malay 
for her activities in Burma. (Ibid) 


Thus Subhas Bose had connection with 
Orissa for many years.’He had received massive 


support from Orissa for the formation of the 
Forward Bloc and Ortyas had taken a very active 
part in the Indian National Army in Burma. His 
love and admiration for Oriyas and Orissa would 
always remain a glorious chapter in the history of 
Banga-Utkala Cultural harmony. 
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Sri Sri Sri Pratapa Udit Malla Uttarray 


Fakir Mohan Senapati 
literature. His novels see 


‘The chapter on the young zemin 
social and economic order thr 


ough the exe 


The management of the zemindari by the new 
zemindar, Sri Sri Pratap Udit Malla made people 
extremely happy. They said that good days were 
at hand at long last - they would now be 
as the subjects of the Kingdom of Lor 
True, the predecessors of Uttarray did not 
oppress their subjects. But gambling, listening to 
rival pala singers always kept them occupied. 
How could they find the time to listen to the 
petitions of their tenants ? But the new zemindar 
settled every case after examining it thoroughly, 
and paying it close personal attention. It was not 
that he did not trust his record keepers and 
patwaris. But, he never felt satisfied unless he 
personally supervised every thing. Earlier, the 
record-keepers had several Sources of income 
other than their salary. He increased their salaries 
did not allow them to make money on the side, 


This decision pleased the tenants and the record- 
keepers alike. 


as happy 
d Rama. 


Uttararay toured all the villages in his 
zemindari and came torealise that his estate was 
full of possibilities. Every year the flood Water of 
river Mahanadi flowed into the estate and reached 
the fort through two canals and deposited their 


dar, Uttarray, explores the possibility of regenerating a declining 


rtions of an enlightened and humane ruling elite. 


Fakir Mohan Sena 
Translated by Jatindra Kumar Naya 


> 


hlessly acquisitive social class. 


silt on the fields. For this 
very fertile and 
He collected informati 
of soil in other cou 


s 
reason, the land wa 
i ; I. 
yielded several crops in the ye 


on about the productivity 
niries by reading books !? 
English. By Comparing the soil ofhis own count 
with that of countries like Japan, England; 
America, hecame to the conclusion that the forme” 
was more fertile than these. The tenants did no! 
have to go to great expenses or adopt scientific 
methods in order to enhance the fertility of the!" 
land; in Many cases, it was even unnecessary !0 
do so. But inspite of this, in comparison with the 


Uttararay, th 
following ‘ 


S ignorance and Poverty of the tenants; 
*. __ lackof sympathy from the landlord and 
People of Means: 


3. that farmers Were the source of al! 


een inacountry ig Something the educated 
Classes had not yet realised: 


4. 


Ithad not dawned on People here, as it 


had on thos¢_in a country like America, that 
farming was a glorious activity. 


One should be proud of being a farmer. 
Both tenants and landlords in civilized nations 
benefit from newly discovered techniques of 
raising profitable crops. Poverty was a major 
obstacle in the tenants’ path to prosperity. 
Although the tenants knew that, in order to reap 
arich harvest, they ought to manure their fields 
well and till them properly, they could not do so 
on account of their poverty. Whatever little the 
tenants got after overcoming these obstacles went 
to the moneylender as interest on the loan he had 
advanced to them. If men of substance and 
knowledgeable persons did not exert themselves, 
misery and poverty would never come to an end 
for the lower classes and for classes living at the 
bottom of society. 


Uttarray made a tour of villages and 
observed the conditions of his tenants, listened to 
their complaints and gave them advice as to how 
they could better their lot. Now that he advanced 
to them loans at a very low interest the tenants 
escaped being harassed by money 
lenders. Besides, they could take the plough to 
their fields because they obtained loans on easy 
terms at the right time. 


In the past, the tenants made a beeline to 
Cuttack to fi ght their court cases. These days, 
they came to Uttarray's sudder cutcherry instead. 
Their disputes were settled without their having 
to spend anything and within a short time. Now, 
what was the point in spending a lot of mony to 
£0 to a far-off place and getting into all sorts of 
trouble. There was no need to consult lawyers 
and mukhtars. No need to arrange false witness 
eseither. The dispute was settled without any 
difficulty. Poor people took prasad at the temple 
of Lord Jugal Kishore, and went home after 
Setting their disputes settled. 


The situation of the palace underwent a 
remarkable change under the new zemindar. The 
palace comprised two wings. In the large 
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buildings of the first wing lived the zemindar 
Uttarray himself and his wife. The kitchen, the 
granary, the pantry, and the prayer-room the 
bedroom, the room where the zamindar received 
visitors, the massage-room lay in this wing. Two 
rooms for the new zemindar and his wife had been 
added to this wing. These were called reading 
rooms. Two large buildings where Dhaima lived 
also belonged to this wing. The second wing 
contained several small rooms, which looked like 
pigeonholes. Each room housed a maid servant. 
Here lived maidservants, some of whom had 
served three generations of Uttarrays. In addition, 
there were those who had been recently brought 
in to wait upon the new zemindar. Many widowed 
women from brahmin, karan, and khandayat 
families, who had no one to suportthem, and who 
would starve themselves to death rather than 
venture out of their homes, were given shelter here 
by the Uttarrays. This wing was full of dirt and 
disputes. In front of every room stood a heap of 
garbage. Whenever two women got into a 
quarrels several others would arrive to take sides. 
Someone would egg the combatants, on while 
another would try to calm them down. The quarrel 
did not come to a stop until the two combatants 
fell to the ground utterlys exhausted. 


If ever you feel the need to have a few 
quarrels at home, keep a few maidservants and 
you will have quarrels to your heart's content. 
These days, however, rio maidservant dared open 
her mouth for fear of Dhaima. The wing was swept 
spotlessly clean every day. And all the garbage 
was deposited in the backyard. But let me tell 
you, endless chattering of maidservants without 
work and ceaseless twittering in the nests of 
sparrows on a palm tree is a law decreed by the 
creator - this will go on for all eternity. No one 
could ever put a stop to this. 


Under the new dispensation, on the day 
after every sankranti, the store-keeper gave 
each woman her share of rice. In addition to this, 
the women regularly received some amount of 


ready cash from the sudder cutcherry for what 


was called their betel-money. Payment of this 
amount was also punctually made on the day after 
every sankranti. True, this system was in vogue 
in the past - but there was no one then to check if 
the money was paid to everyone, if someone was 
left out, or if someone got it once in three or four 
months. This caused a great deal of confusion 


and conflict. But these days, no one had any cause 
for complaint. 


No one saw the young zemindar out of 
doors out of doors one or two hours before 
Sunset. His wife could read and write - she had 
learnt quite a lot through discussions. After 
devoting two hours to their studies, the zemindar 
and his wife went to the Panchabati orchard, 
which lay at the back of the palace. Why this 
orchard was given the name Panchabati, the 
records give us no clue atall. People say that this 
orchard occupied five(panch) batis of land. 
Hence it was called Panchabati. 


The Uttarray couple enjoyed heavenly 
bliss. Itis not entirely unlikely that the happiness 
and prosperity of Chandamani mi ght arouse 
fellings of envy in some of our lady readers. But 
they should remember that the Possession of 
extensive territory or immense wealth may not 
bring one true happiness, If any real source of 
happiness exists in this world, which isa vale of 
sorrow, it lies only in conjugal love. There are of 
course several sources of human happiness and 
prosperity such as wealth, learning and fame, But 
these are but things of no consequence at all 
compared with unal loyed Conjugal bliss. Different 
classes of people are entitled to different kinds of 
happiness, but the devine felicity of Conjugal love 
lies within the reach of every one from a humble 
Cottager to an emperor alike, Itis as ifhuman life 
has obtained this boon from the creator after long 
and hard penance. In the absence of conjugal love, 
human life in this world have been deprived ofa 
divine, blissful experience. 


The union between the 
male and female principles has created and 
sustained this world. We may come across many 


instances where beauty, lust and Wealth have 
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brought men and women together. But such 
unions do not deserve the name of conjugal love, 
for this is based on self-interest. Selfless conjugal 
love is a thing apart; it is ever-lasting. Even if one 
partner dies, he is kept alive in the heart of the 
other until her death. A union based on infatuation 
born of physical attraction caused by the ardour 


of youth also cannot be described as conjugal 
love. 


True conjugal love obtains only when one 
heart reflects the qualities of another and sacrifices 
its self-interests to ensure the happiness of the 

s other - itis a sacrifice of self-love in the interest 
of mutual happiness. The joy of this conjugal love 
knows no bounds, and is immortal. At the same 
time, conjugal love is subject to a discipline. The 
husband loves his wife because she is his wife. 
The wife is the light of love in his eyes, his 
inseparable shadow. For the wife, the husband 1s 
her god, her place of shelter - the primary source 
ofall her happiness. But the love they feel for 
each other is inspired by no hope of gain; it comes 
naturally to them. A chaste wife worships her 
husband not out of a sense of duty, but, loves 
him, Surrendering to him her heart and her mind. 
She knows that her husband, for his part, feels 
that his wife is the life-blood that flows through 
his veins. The Uttarray couple were bound 
‘ogether by the strongest ties of conjugal affection. 
For this reason, they enjoyed unlimited, pure bliss: 

Every day, 


ye inthe €vening, the zemindar, 
and his wife Chandamanidei Spent an hour talking 
to each other Sitting on the bj & pucca ghat. One 
Were engaged in conversation, @ 


the gold necklace, which the baby had put on ”" 
Chandmani said, "Yes" and the Maidservant went 
off. Uttarray Said, "Iam reminded of something 
interesting, I often 


wanted to ask you about this, 
butI kept forgetting. Tell me, who is this Dhaima 


A yours ? Her looks, the Way she speaks, het 
€portment Indicate that she comes from 4 
respectable family. Could amere maidservant 


oa 
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possess such looks ? Such grace, such wisdom 
and such sense of fairplay are beyond the reach 
of the class from which maidservants come. | 
notice that Dhaima is indifferent to her own well- 
being. She immerses herself in house work. She 
is a wise counsellor. Truly, when I see her, am 
reminded of my own mother." His wife said, "You 
are right. Dhaima is not a maidservant. She is my 
mother's cousin, the daughter of her uncle. She is 
my aunt. I call her Dhaima because she has 
brought me up. My uncle, her husband, was doing 
some job in Calcutta. There is no news of him for 
several years now. Since she had no other 
relatives, she sold off all her lands and came to 
stay with us in village Rukunadeipur. She had a 
lotofmoney. But she spent it all on my marriage. 
In our Karana caste, no aunt ever accompanies 


her niece to her father-in-law's house. People said 
all kinds of things when Dhaima came. But she 
said, 'My life is where my Chanda is.' She did not 
pay any heed to anything people said, and came 
over here." From that time onwards, Uttarray 
called Saraswati Dei, Mother and treated her with 
the respect due to his own mother. On cases and 
disputes inside the palace Uttarray did not take 
any decision without consulting Dhaima. Dhaima 
offered good advice on all important matters. Not 
only the people inside the palace, the record- 
keeper and the patwwaris, too, depended on her. 


An excerpt from Fakir Mohan Senapati's Mamu. 


Jatindra Kumar Nayak is Reader in English, Utkal 
University, Bhubaneswar - 751004. 


The Song of Awakening 


Fakir Mohan Senapati 
Translated by Ganeswar Mishra 


Awaken brothers, open your eyes. 
The nation's suffering is too much to bear. 


Listen, there is famine in the country. 
Everyone is crying for food. 


Don't you feel bad 
When scolded and abused by other nations ? 


Learn the royal language, you will benefit, 
but never lose your identity. 


You think you are civilised, don't you ? 


Ganeswar Mishra is Professor of En 


—@- 


Do not try to own what is not yours. 


Unless you develop your mother tongue 
Can the country's suffering end ? 


Awaken, make courage your strength. 
Youalone can achieve your goal. 


"Utthana Sangeeta" by Fakir Mohan Senapati 


glish, Utkal University, Bhubaneswar - 751004. 
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Right to Information : A Predilection for 
Good Governance 


The issue of Right to Information or public access 
to information has been engaging the attention of 
activists, politicians, bureaucrats and the press for 
the last half'a decade. They probably represent 
the mute millions, the deprived lot. 


The Conference of Chief Secretaries held 
in November 1996 and inaugurated by the Prime 
Minister, emphasised on the need for bringing 
about a transformation in the public services to 
make them more efficient, clean, accountable and 
citizen-friendly. A responsive administration needs 
to have transparency and openness in the 
_ functioning of Government. It further needs some 

sort of constitutional provision for public access 
to information. The government of India now feel 
that Freedom of Speech and Expression and 
Freedom of Life and Livelihood must be 


strengthened by enforcement of an act, Right to 
Information. 


In October 2000, the Union Government 
introduced The Freedom of Information Bill in 
the Parliament. The Bill to provides for "freedom 
under the control of the public authorities, 
consistent with public matters in orderto promote 
openness, transparency and accountability in 
administration and in relation to matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto." The draft Bill was 
in response to the findings of Chief Ministers! 
Conference held on 24th May 1997 - that secrecy 
and lack of openness in transactions are largely 
responsible for corruption in official dealings and 


are contrary to the spirit of an accountable and 
democratic government. 


The Right to Information Act-2000 of 
Rajasthan, which received Governor's assent on 
11th May 2000 has a story ofits own. A grassroot 


Raj Kishore Mishra 


organisation, Majdoor Kissan Shakti Sangathan 
(MKSS), founded in 1990 by Aruna Roy, 
Shankar Singh and Nikhil Ray in rural Rajasthan 
complained in 1996 that Government grants meant 
for the relief of the poor were not properly 
reaching them. It launched a Jan Sunawais (Public 
Hearings) and demanded copies of documents 
which concerned the people for People's Audit. 
Last year, on 3rd April 2001 the MKSS during 
its National Campaign for the Right to Information 
released the historic Beawar Declaration and 
demanded the government to inform the people 
about remedial measures on burning issues like 
drought and chronic hunger, displacement of 
poeple on project-related work, health service, 
education, human rights, electroal politics, judicial 


accountability, media, role of NGOs and issues 
pertaining to women. 


Goa which happens to be the second 
State after Tamilnadu to implement the Right to 
Information could achieve it because of persistent 
Popular protest. In October 1994, the Chief 
Secretary of Goa enforced an unpopular circular 
Preventing bureaucrats from divulging information 
to the press. The Goa cabinet later unanimously 
decided to introduce the Act. A model Bill was 


B. Sawant, Chairman, Press 


Assam, in an announcement on 29 August 2001 


pleaded in favour of Right to Information Act. 
The Right to Information Act officially effected 
by the Government of Delhi from 2nd October, 
2001 has made it mandatory for all departments 
of Delhi Government to voluntarily part with all 
information when sought by the public. 


Right to Information is an attempt to 
empower the people in participatory democracy. 
In Orissa, it is said, we get 16 Government 
servants per 1000 people as against 9 in Bihar 
and I] in U.P. The state is often talked about for 

» its high rate ofilliteracy, infant mortality, poverty, 
unemployment and for frequent visits of natural 
calamity. 


People here need be told as to what 
information they need for empowerment. The 
areas are to be defined so that people can benefit 
by unrestricted flow of information Of course, the 
Right to Information Act can never bea translucent 
one. It has to be transparent. Some minimum 
classified subjects under the Defence of India 
Rules, 1962, the National Security Act, 1980 and 
the Official Secrets Act 1923 anda few important 
Ones coming under the Government Servants' 
Conduct Rules are bound to be kept out of the 
perview of public access. 


It appears that the State Government is 
all set for responsive, efficient and transparent 
governance which is in the right direction of good 
S0vernance. The State las gone a step ahead in 
augmenting e-governance with the launching of 
the Gramsat Project and implementation of the 
UNDP Supported programme on Improving 
Citizen's Acess to Information with assistance 
from the Department of Personnel and Training 
(DOP T), Government of India. This programme 
includes a need assessment study to identify the 
Customized information aud utility services. In the 
first phase, district of Kalahandi will be benefitted 
when this pilot project is completed within a year 
and a half, at an estimated cost of rupees thirtyfive 
lakhs Only. Electronic communication is emerging 
aS a Very effective communication portal. It will 
enable citizens to directly and instantaneously 
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convey their wishes to their representatives with 
ever decreasing costs. 


‘Addiction to bad news deforms and 
cripples market strategies for selling good news.' 
In many cases, journalistic incompetence or 
incompetent media interpretations at the expense 
of exaggeration and vulgar language does 
immense harm to the reading/viewing public. 


In view of this, the proposed Right to 
Information Bill should be weighed and strategies 
should be devised to arrest constriction. There is 
also fear of misuse of this Act. 


Itis worthwhile to mention here that Chief 
Minister of Orissa has already announced that the 
Right to Information Bill will soon be presented 
in the Legislative Assembly. Right to Information 
and Right to Information Technology will greatly 
benefit the people, particularly to the special 
category of people in the State, i-e., tribals, people 
living under below poverty line and people 
repeatedly affected by natural calamities. These 
people actually need to know about various 
economic development schemes, rehabilitation 
packages including subsidies under IAY, other 
housing schemes, distribution of relief materials, 
health centres, agro-training centres, allocated 
funds for rural drinking water supply, tubewells, 
rural sanitation schemes, public distribution 
system, sale of minor forest produce and sale of 
surplus agricultural produce, easy instalment of 
loans, marketing centres / godowns, distribution 
of old age pension, labour-intensive work and all 
rates of wages. Right to Information can be 
actualised if facilitation centres are set up and 
Citizen's Charter is formulated in right earnest. 
The cost of publicity must be recognised and 
included in the project cost. The budget of a 
project should include the cost of advertising and 


publicity. 


Raj Kishore Mishra, former Editor of Orissa Review, 
lives at N1/27A, IRC Village, Bhubaneswar. 


Itis really astounding that the all-embracing and 
wide-ranging vision of Madhusudan Das was 
quite close to the highly evocative intellectual 
perceptions of Count Leo Tolstoy, who had 
exerted a deeply stirring impact on the highly 
Teceptive yet delicately sensitive mind of Mahatma 
Gandhi. Both Count Leo Tolstoy and 
Madhusudan Das drew inspiration from the same 
Source and spoke almost the same language, 
though they were brought up in two different 
regions of the world and inherited different cultural 
heritages. Mahatma Gandhi, projected the vision 
of Tolstoy in the following words : “The divine 
law is, man must earn his bread by lal 
his own hands. It was first stressed 
writer, T.M. Bondaref. Tolstoy ad 
gave it wide publicity ",! 


bouring with 
by a Russian 
Vvertised it and 


Surprisingly, Madhusudan Das spoke in 
the same language, 
hand that eats the bread should earn it”? His 
words were forceful, and compelling, 


Tolstoy was born on 28th August 1828 
and Madhusudan Das was born twenty years 
later, on 28th April 1848. Bot 


h inherited the 
mediaeval tradition where thought was upheld in 
pristine purity, communion of Godhead with man 


was spontaneous and the spirit of idealism was 
burning effulgently, shedding light in the seething 
darkness. Both lived a rich and rewarding life in 


the midst of affluence. Towards the end of life 


both reached a Stage of homelessness, devoid 


of any wealth and Property. Madhusudan Das, 
the maker of the Modern Orissa, exerted a deep 


and stirring influence on the lighly sensitive and 
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Madhusudan Das: A Tribute 


Surasinha Patnaik 


“The hand is Supreme. The © 


. dedication. Th 


encompassing mind of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Mahatma Gandhi had held Madhusudan Das in 
high esteem and followed his example while 
drawing programmes for economic resurgence 
of the country, for spearheading his Swadeshi 
industrial movement and for the rehabilitation of 
forlorn and dejected untouchables as a measure 
of social reformation and regeneration. 


The life of Madhusudan Das was deeply 
committed to the cause of the untouchables and 
underprivileged, whose rights were perpetually 
infringed. But the triumphant spirit deeply ingrained 
in Madhusudan Das, revolted and raised a shrill 
voice in protest against the evil plots designed to 
subjugate them. The anguished and frozen faces 
of the depressed classvs tormented the restless 
spirit of Madhusudan Das. Hostile attacks on the 
weaker section of the community deeply grieved 
Madhusudan Das. 
After carrying his experiment with the truth 
in South Africa, Mahatma Gandhi returned to 
India in the year 1915. Madhusudan was far 


ahead of Mahatma Gandhi in the implementation 


ofthe Swadeshi, rehabilitation of untouchable and 
Social 


Teconstruction. In fact, Madhusudan Das 
had started these works since 1895, 

Much 
Gandhi in the 
had carried 
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community in the sphere of industrial undertaking 
(1989-1930), improvement of handloom (1903 
onwards), Hindu Muslim unity (1888), Charakha 
as symbol of rural resurgence (1902 onwards), 
preservation of the rights of the peasants (1921), 
Organisations of Praja Parishad the Peasants 
Organisation (1909), integrated and 
comprehensive growth ofagricultural and industrial 
sector (1896 onwards), scientific processing of 
agricultural commodities (1904 onwards), 
reservation for untouchables in the committee of 
management of local bodies (1923) and assigning 
a place to the labour in the management of 
industrial undertaking-Utkal Tannery (1919), etc. 


From the memoirs of Suryamoni Nayak, 
the caretaker of Chittaranjan Das, it was revealed 
that Madhusudan Das established contact with 
Mahatma Gandhi in December 1920, when he 
was assigned the highly intractable job of bridging 
the yawning gap between Mahatma Gandhi and 
Chittaranjan Das.* At the instance of 
Rabindranath Tagore, he had to persuade 
Chittaranjan Das to remain under the all- 
embracing sway of Mahatma Gandhi. Though 
this was a very trying job, Madhusudan Das 
through his compassionate and communicative 
bearing was able to bring the two stalwarts 
together, without hurting their sentiments. During 
ils first parley at Calcutta, Madhusudan Das 
“ppraised Mahatma Gandhi with the pioneering 
ventures he had taken up in Orissa, for bringing 
about lasting changes in the rural economy and 
for the rehabilitation of alienated untouchables. 


From the chronological sequences, 
recorded in the reminiscences incorporated in the 
autobiography of Soilabala Das entitled, A Look 
Before and Afier it was learnt that Madhusudan 
Das, after renouncing his ministerial assignments 
at Patna in 1923, had proceeded to Sabarmati 
Ashram in 1924 to revive his old acquaintance 
with Mahatma Gandhi and to resolve the financial 
crunch through which Utkal Tannery was passing.° 


and reviewed the entire gamut of circumstances 
and situations the country was passing through. 
This meeting was highly rewarding, yielding 
bountiful returns. During their deliberations, the 
vision of Mahatma Gandhi was widened tea great 
extent. At the end of the deliberations, 
Madhusudan Das invited Mahatma Gandhi to 
Cuttack to visit the Utkal Tannery, which was 
conceived and designed as a venture for the 
rehabilitation of the down trodden. 


Mahatma Gandhi complied to the request 
made by Madhusudan Das and came to Cuttack 
on 19.8.1925. He visited the Utkal Tannery which 
practicaly kept him non-plussed, perceiving the 
size and the enormity. of the venture. The visit 
had an electrifying effect on Mahatma Gandhi. 
To salvage the Utkal Tannery he decided to 
acquire the project which did not of course 
materialise.* However, later on Mahatma Gandhi 
started a tannery at Sabarmati Ashram during the 
year 1928 after seeking detailed guidance from 
Madhusudan Das.’ 


Mahatma Gandhi came to Orissa ona 
his marathon tour covering a period of nearly a 
fortnight. He came to Orissa on 3rd December 
1927 and reached Cuttack on 18th December 
1927, after covering long distances. This long 
journey had completely exhausted Mahatma 
Gandhi, and adversely affected his health. On 
reaching Cuttack he wanted to meet Madhusudan 
Das. Congress workers had made arrangements 
of his stay. But he came to the residence of 
Madhusudan, where he felt relaxed. The very 
company of Madhusudan gave him a healing 
touch.* 


Inhis discussions with Mahatma Gandhi, 
Madhusudan Das laid stress on the introduction 
of rural industries and handicrafts, which would 
have an invigorating effect on the rural society. 
The application of the fingers in producing an 
industrial product would have its immediate impact 
on the psyche of person, keeping him alert, smart, 


The two master minds came together face to face and enterprising. 


Mahatma Gandhi left Cuttack on 21st December 
to attend the All India National Congress Session 
being held at Madras. 


During these four recorded contacts of 
Mahatma Gandhi with Madhusudan Das the total 
period of interaction was hardly a week. Yet the 
effect of these significant and memorable meetings 

"with Madhusudan Das on the mind of Mahatma 
Gandhi was so startling, overpowering and 
engrossing that during the period from1925 to 
1938, Mahatnia Gandhi had not only paid glowing 
tributes to Madhusudan Das in the articles and 
write ups published in Young India, Harijan, 
Navajivan, Harijan Bandh, Hindu, Bomaby 
Chronicle and other leading papers but also had 
shown deep reverence to Madhusudan. He 
compared him with Leo Tolstoy, who had created 
an indelible impression on the mind of Mahatma 
Gandhi during the early career of his life. 


When the All India Congress came into 
power in the various states of India after the 
elections held in the year 1937, Mahatma Gandhi 
tooka firm decision to introduce ‘Basic Education’ 
as an effective system in the educational curricula 
of these states. For this purpose he convened a 
meeting of All India Educational Conference at 
Seagaon on 22nd October 1937. While deliv 
his address in the All India Educational Conference 
on that historic day Mahatma Gandhi said, “The 
late Madhusudan Das was a lawyer, but he was 
convinced that without the uses of hands and legs 
our brain would be atrophied and even it worked, 
it would be a home of Satan, Tolstoy had taught 
the same lesson through many ofhis tales.”® It was 
really a proverbial statement of paramount 
importance, in which Gandhi pays a glowing 
tribute to Madhusudan Das and places him 


alongwith his earlier path finder, Count Leo 
Tolstoy. 


ering 


ea) Madhusudan Das was projecting the 
effectiveness of the Basic Education in close 
association with the vocational training programme 
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After fully recovering from the illness, through his powerful speeches. Replete with 


spellbinding eulogies, on the floors of the Bengal 
Legislative Council as early as in 1896 his 
speeches had created a furore among the 
conservatives aligned with the imperialist forces.'° 
Mahatma Gandhi was indebted to Madhusudan 
Das for his ramifications and further elaborations 
of the supreme concept of the application of 
Basic-cum-vocational education, which was 
deeply grounded in the various projects launched 
by Madhusudan Das. 


In the articles written on "National School 
at Bombay" published in Navajivan on 
23.9.1928,"! "Statements on Untouchability" 
published in Bombay Chronicle on 15.11.1932"? 
and "The Village Tanning and Its Possibilities" 
published in Harijan on 7.9.1 9343 Mahatma 
Gandhi lauded Madhusudan Das for his 
commendable venture of the Utkal Tannery, for 
inlaying in it, the primarily fundamental yet 
supremely significant objective of introducing the 
diversified aspects of basic-cum-vocational 
education. Really this formed an integral part of 
the work undertaken in the giant manufacturing 
unit of the Utkal Tannery. Besides 100 skilled 
cobblers and tanners, nearly 300 semi-skilled and 
unskilled Dalits were engaged in it, making this 
huge undertaking a memorable and colossal 
edifice designed to provide fruitful and 
remunerative livelihood to the deprived classes. 
This was first of its kind in the entire country. 


To theutter surprise of Mahatma Gandhi, 
year 1932 the issue of the alienated 


pl sed class of people surfaced into a major 
Crisis, witnessed never before. 


to untouchabili 


in the 
depres 


erupted with vehemence, shattering the entire 


of Madhusudan Das. After 


the fast was over he paid tributes to Madhusudan 


Das, by writing a special article on 15.11.1932 in 
Bombay Chronicle in the following manner : 


Madhusudan Das, a great philanthropist who 
had himself learnt the modern process of tanning, had 
prepared statistics to show what the country was losing 
annually owing to the superstition of untouchability 
masquerading under the name of religion. Harijan 
workers can learn the method and acquaint the tanners 
with it in so far as it as it is practicable." 


Besides projecting the basic-cum- 
vocational education as the coordinated activity 
of the Utkal Tannery , Madhusudan Das had laid 
the real thrust on the removal of the corroding 
and degrading features of untouchability. In the 
day to day life, the alienated and deprived of 
sections of the community were subjected to harsh 
oppression and crippling exploitation beyond any 
measure of human tolerance. This had been 
stated with conviction and further affirmation by 
Mahatma Gandhi. While paying deep obeisance 
to his mentor and pathfinder Madhusudan Das in 
the article on “Village Tanning and Its Possibility” 
published in Harijan on 7.9.1934 Mahatma 
Gandhi wrote : 


The divorce of intellect from body labour has 
made us perhaps shortest lived, most resource less and 
most exploited nation on the earth. The state of village 
tannery is perhaps the best proof of my indictment. It 
was late Madhusudan Das, who opened my eyes to the 
great crime against a part of humanity. He sought to 
make reparation by opening what might be called an 
educational tannery.'* 


In an article in Navajivan, Gandhi used 
€ven stronger words. Cruelties to the untouchables 
did not merely equal to the Punjab atrocities; they 
constituted "an outrage grosser than that in the 
Punjab against which we have been protesting" : 
"We... segregate them... drive them to live on the 
outskirts of the village, [are] not concerned 
whether they live or die ...Give them food left 
Over by others." : 


Mahatma Gandhi has recorded in his 
article "Advice to a Harijan Worker" published in 
Harijan Bandhu on 3.9.1937 a forgotten chapter 
in the eventful life of Madhusudan Das : 
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We have to see how better tanning of leather 
could be done in the villages: What did Madhusudan’ 
Das do ? He gathered the tanners of Utkal and studied 
how they did their tanning. He was not satisfied with it, 
and he went to Germany and saw leather work there. He 
brought a German [expert] with him and set up a factory. 
It is no longer under him. I do not know its present 
condition. Many Harijans learnt the work during the 
days of Madhusudan Das. Like Madhusudan Das, you 
too should first master the craft. It cannot be done in 
one month's time. You can do very well, if you learn it 


properly." 


Mahatma Gandhi was deeply moved by 
the candid revelation made by Madhusudan Das 
about the gnawing and depraving state of affairs 
prevailing in the rural India in which a slumberous 
peasant was reduced to the degrading state of an 
animal while passing his time in perpetual lethargy 
and inertia. This penetrative yet highly startling 
revelation of Madhusudan Das based on his 
lifelong investigation was projected in its proper 
perspective by Mahatma Gandhi in the article 
published in the Harijan on 7.9.1934. 


When the village handicrafts disappear, th 
villagers working only with their cattle on the field; with 
idleness for six or four month in the year, must, in the 
words of Madhusudan Das, be reduced to the level of 
the beast and be without proper nourishment, either of 
the mind or the body, and therefore, without joy and 


without hope.'* 


Mahatma Gandhi had undertaken the 
historic walking tour in Orissa, from 15.5.1934 
to 8.6.1934, passing through the hamlets and 
villages mostly inhabited by the deprived and 
alienated dalits. This highly eventful and engrossing 
tour had brought sweeping changes in the mental 
set up of the Mahatma Gandhi and provided a 
new dimension to the work schedule taken up by 
him in the rural India. Giving the entire credit for 
this to Madhusudan Das for his encompassing 
vision endowed with supreme sensibility and 
compassionate fellow felling for the lowliest of the 
low. Mahatma Gandhi said in his speech delivered 
at a public meeting held on 23.2.1935 at Nagpur 
as follows. 


It was during my walk in Orissa in course 
of: my.Hari ijan tours that it was clearly brought to 
me that the village industries must be revived, if 
Khadi is to be made universal. I could not have 
realised this in any tour by rail or car. 


As the late Madhusudan Das has said, ‘our 
villagers were fast being reduced to the state of brutes 
with which they work and live; as a result of forced 
idleness in which they pass their days. If this continued 
in that state, even independence would not improve 
the state of India. I, therefore, decided that I must in the 
evening of my life make a heroic effort to end this 
idleness and inertia. This may be considered quixotic 
but it was my firm faith that he who undertakes to do 

‘ something in the name of God and full faith on him, 
even at the end of his days does not work in vain and 
Tam sure that the work, 1 have undertaken is not mine, 
itis God's” (Harijan 1.3.1935)," 


Providence had brought Mahatma 
Gandhi closer to Madhusudan Das. It was divine 
intervention. On the sad demise of Madhusudan 
Das, Mahatma Gandhi paid a tribute to him in the 
following words : 


I had the privilege of meeting the late 
Madhusudan Das, He was a great patriot. He held most 
liberal views about religion. Though he professed 
Christianity, he had the same regard for Hinduism that 
he entertained for his own faith. He wore himself out in 
teaching the youth of the country the dignity of labour 
and gave practical proof of his teaching by establishing 
at great sacrifice a tannery in Cuttack 2° 
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India's Philosopher Statesmen 
A PIB Feature 


India has been fortunate in having scholar and 
philosopher statesmen as its Presidents who, time 
after time, reminded the nation of the values of 
truth and non-violence in keeping with Mahatma 
Gandhi ’s prime creed. This started with the first 
President, Dr. Rajendra Prasad and the trend 
continued with his successors. India’s second 
President, Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, was in 
the line of philosopher kings visualised by a Greek 
thinker in his scheme of an ideal state. Dr. 
Radhakrishnan was the first Vice-President of 
India from 1950 to 1962 and on the eve of the 
14th Republic Day in 1963 he told the nation: 
“Mahatma Gandhi’s insistence on truth and non- 
violence has been the governing principle of our 
Constitution which is directed to the achievement 
of the objectives of democratic freedom, social 
justice and fellowship naming nations”. He said: 
‘Gandhiji’s message rings in our minds and hearts, 
though many of us have not the strength to carry 
it out in our lives”. In the light of this he said that 
the State in a parliamentary democracy “‘is a means 
for the purpose of binding men together in a justly 
ordered social life. Strong public opinion should 
set itself against attempts to bring democratic 
processes into disrepute”. This was at the core 
of India’s utmost striving to raise living standards. 
Yet he recalled that :n ancient text says that men 
and women of India belong to different 
communities, worship different gods and practice 
different rites ad quoted ¢ Sanskrit shloka which 
points out : “Among the devotees there is no 
distinction of caste, learning, beauty, birth, wealth, 
profession and the like’. In spite of occasional 
deviations and setbacks, “our people have held 
to this ideal.” 


Lalit Sethi 


While India’s policy was one of peaceful 
settlement of disputes, “our faith in ahimsa does 
not mean cowardly submission to aggression” nor 
“surrender to evil”. The Chinese aggression of late 
1962 “opened our eyes to the realities” and made 
us aware of inadequacies and needs of the present 
and the future”. “The difficulties will cleanse us”. 
In early 1964, he spoke of the unrest in some 
parts of the country that was traceable to the 
feeling that democratic and administrative 
processes were not as clean as they should be. 
But democracy was as much a privilege as a 
discipline: disorder is its anthithesis even as it did 
not believe in the infallibility of any individual. 


Before retiring as President Dr. 
Radhakrishnan told the people: “All those who 
live within the limits of India are Indians whatever 
may be their race, caste or community” as “our 
country consists of the whole area bounded by 
the Himalayas in the north and the sea in the south 
and quoting from the Atharva Veda he said : “This 
spirit is divine”. Intelligence was divine and 
supported the “sanctity of the human individual” 


He was unhappy over the unruly 
behaviour of some members in legislatures, the 
factions, caste disputes and political rivalries that 
had disrupted many a state. Sectional differences 
and regional pressures were increasing and 
crippling democracy. Charges of corruption at all 
levels of Government deserved immediate 
disposal. The last year, 1966, “has been the worst 
since Independence, full of natural calamities and 
human failures”. He added, “we cannot forgive 
widespread incompetence and gross 
mismanagement of our resources.” 
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When the Indian Republic completed 18 their all, even their lives at the altar of freedom 
years, Dr. Zakir Hussain, was the President. This under the inspiring leadership of Gandhiji. It was 
was “a moment for calm reflection and a matter of shame that in the Gandhi Centenary 


introspection on where we stand” and his was a Year communal violence should break out in the 
“feeling of thankfulness” as with aid from friends very region “hallowed by association with Bapu”. 
and due to our own effort India was able to “avoid 


the worst consequences of famine”, especially in The year marked one more Balestone 
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, The country had also the 21st Republic Day. Subsequently in the 22nd 
experienced economic recession because of year of the Republic 275 million voters were 
industrial slowdown. The United Nations called upon to vote and India’s electoral machinery 
Conference on Trade and Development wasdue eared a reputation for the observance of the 
in Delhi within weeks ofthe 1968 RepublicDay _ highest standards of impartiality and integrity. 
and was expected to open up avenues of trade Later the country emerged from a conflict with 
for developing countries, Pakistan, forced on India by aruthless military 
The President was unhappy over political dictatorship and from its hold sinerege ue 
indiscipline spreading to legislative wings and  SOVereign State of Bangladesh. The conflict 
noticeable in educational institutions. Democracy Broved the strength and Vitality of India’s 
allowed full freedom of discussion but aftera democratic and parliamentary system of 
Consensus or majority decision, it had to be Government. On January 26, 1974 began the 
ao implemented. A year later Dr. Zakir 25th year of India’s Rep 
ussain deplored labour unrest, student agitations, i i i 
communal and linguistic conflicts and reminded under ee ne ra “a 
pase of Mahatma Gandhi’s Passionate belief = ang liberty was festhained for ee nova 
In equal reverence igi 1 i 
sansa oma faa Cen Toten Pest SN peered 
aeceie g had aa : member of the Constituent Assembly, 
noted in his Republic Day message: “Freedom 
sbitierouine ne ae new hope may yet be in peril. Let us defend it with all the 
onlooking might at our disposal. The post-Emergency 
climate has been congenial for reconciling 
fundamental freedo 


ublican status. 


Man material” Hur Neg Pag | 7 eae ey a 
resources indeed are the key to anation’s proprege iain ere 
as has been proved time and again by nation after 


The nation also expressed its gratitude to 
akash Narayan who led it to the assertion 
dom. The people had reaffirmed their belief 
Mocratic values and restored India’s 
Ction as the largest living democracy in the 


on in 1977. For the first time 


"'Saerediscovering their Jay apr 
Gamongthebestbraing Of free 


ogy, arts, in de 
» Industry and farming, distin 


ti i Sy wa % 
as brain drain continues to beacause free ea India’ 8 political life “is not dominated 
Yet replenishment of this resource within the monolithic political Party”. India was also 


country is substantial and being ta 
In 1970, the then P 


ee he federa 


resident, VV Giri, _talentalso start 


€d becomi 

paid homage to the memory of millions of known tien ebis Visible 

and unknown soldiers- men and women Who gave that India hal b ete ele revealel 
ecom: 


€ self 


“sufficient in grain with 
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an output of 125 million tons, rising from 55 
million tons in 1950. This had been possible in 
spite of prophets of doom overseas and in the 
face of natural calamities, including floods arid 
drought. Indian farmers were adopting new 
technology and producing more or less land. 


In 1980 another round of elections was 
completed and brought Indira Gandhi back to 
power. The President noted that India is a young 


republic with one of the truly ancient civilizations. 
Yet the 1980s had begun with “greater ferment 
and renewed tensions in our region”. 


The President noted that more than Rs. 
90,000 crore had been invested in five year plans 
which works out to two rupees per person per 
year. 


Source : www.pib.nic.in 


GOLDEN JUBILEE OF TERRITORIAL ARMY 


120 Infantry Battalion (Territorial Army) BIHAR was raised at Cuttack by Lt. Col. J. M. 
Shahne on 22 August 1949. It is amongst the first few Territorial Army units to be raised 
after the T.A. Act of 1948 came into being. The Territorial Army is a voluntary part time 
‘Citizens Army’. In the event of war , insurgent activity or natural disasters, these units are 
called upon to supplement the efforts of the regular Army. In 1964, the unit moved to a 60- 
acre plot in Bhubaneswar given by the State Government. It celebrated its Golden Jubilee 


on 11 January 2002. 


On the occasion of Golden Jubilee, the wreath laying ceremony at the war memorial 
at the "Kalinga Gate" took place at 9.30 A.M. Brigadier K.P. Singh Deo, AVSM, Member 
of Parliament, Lt. Colonel S.K. Prusty, Lt. Colonel K.M. Acharya, Col. Sarat Kumar 
Mahapatra of Army Station Headquarters, Col. S. Mohanty, Major Maharana, Ex- 
Commanding officers of the the unit and jawans attended this function. The widow of Col. 
J.P. Janu, who laid down his life in the terrorist violence in Kashmir in March was also 


present. 


The First Day Postal Cover was released by his Excellency the Governor of Orissa, 
Shri M.M. Rajendran in the parade ground at 10.45 A.M. The Golden Jubilee Brochure 
was released by Her Excellency the Lady Governor, Smt. Susheela Rajendran. Lt. Colonel 
S.K. Prusty presented a brief history of the Battalion and presented mementoes to the 


Governor. 


On this occasicn, four Second World War Veterans from Orissa were awarded 


financial help by the uni. They were : 


(a) Havildar Bhagirathi Mishra of Puri 

(b) Lance Naik Bira Kishore Mishra of Kusunda, Cuttack 

(c) Pioneer Markanda Panigrahi of Rourkela 

(d) Smt. Jogamaya Sarangi (widow of Sepoy Mayadhara Sarangi) of Hirakud, 


Sambalpur 


On this occasion, the Governor also honoured the oldest officer of the Battalion 
Lt. Col. K.M.Acharya. In his bi: address, the Governor praised the work done by the 
Battalion. Colonel S.K. Prusty proposed a vote of thanks. 
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Bee-Keeping : Beyond Producing Honey 


The main objective of bee keeping, also called 
api-culture, is to produce honey. This sweet 
viscose liquid is a priceless gift of nature to the 
mankind. Honey is not only a very rich source of 
energy, providing 3,000 calories per kilogram, but 
also it contains useful quantities of almost all 
minerals that our body needs alongwith a number 
of organic acids, proteins, aminoacids, enzymes 
and vitamins in lesser quantities. The sugars 
present in honey are mostly glucose and frucose, 
which are easily absorbed by our body. 


Besides being a food, honey has a number 
of medicinal uses. Those include treatment of 
cough and cold, hey-fever, gastro-intestinal 
disorders, skin diseases, etc. It also serves asa 
medium for many Ayurvedic medicines. Honey is 
mildly acidic and its enzyme system produces 
hydrogen peroxide, which has germ killing 
properties. Therefore, it is used for wound 
dressing and clearing of eyes. 


However, the benefits 
not end with the production of | 
bye-products, as depicted b 
generated from it, which can b 


of bee-keeping do 
noney. Many other 
elow, can also be 
€ equally profitable, 
Bee-Wax 


Wax, secreted by the honey bee for the 
Construction of combs can be put into numerous 
uses including cosmetics and pharmaceuticals. 


Besides water proofing materials, boot and floor 
polishes, wax models 


adhesive tapes, insul 
prepared from it. How 


» candles, carbon papers, 
ating tapes, etc. can be 
ever, the major consumers 


<I 


Sobhan Parida 


ofhoney comb wax are the ammuniation factories, 
which need it in large quantities. 


Bee Venom 


Bee Venom, also called as apitoxin, 
contains phospholipases and other enzymes, some 
peptides containing neurotoxins and histamine and 
dopamine, which cause itching and pain, when 
the insect stings. These are capable of curing a 
number of diseases such as rheumatic arthrities, 
neurosis, polyarthrities, migraine etc. Our 
traditional Ayurvedic system of medicine has the 
know-how to exploit it for all these purposes. 


The only problem with bee venom is that 
it causes allergy in some persons. If the allergen 
present in it can be detected and removed it can 


be used as a safe medicine against the above 
diseases. 


Royal Jelly 


Royal jelly isa white thick liquid produced 
by the worker bees, which the queen bee eats. It 
is mostly 10-hydroxy trans 2-decanoic acid 
alongwith some proteins, sugars, fats, minerals, 
vitamins and hormones. Under its influence, the 
queen bee grows very fast and soon develops 


reproductive capabilities. It also has anti-bacterial 
Properties. 


The injections and 
yal jelly canb 
pressure, depression, 
digestive 


oral dosages prepared 
€ used to treat low blood 
malfunctioning of liver and 
System, especially during old age. 


Bee-brood 


It is a rich source of protein. It can be 
used as a poultry feed. 


Queen Pheromones 


The pheromones produced by the queen 
bee contains 9-Oxo-2decenoic acid and 9- 
hydroxy-2decenoic acid. Those inhibit ovary 
development in worker bees. So they become 
infertile. Scientists are trying to apply these 
chemicals to control the population of other insect- 
pests. Thus it can play a very useful role in 
biological pest control to protect crops. 


Enhanced Pollination 


Another tremendous benefit that can be 
derived from bee keeping is enhanced pollination. 
The honey bees are excellent pollination. 
Considerable increase in seed yield has been 
reported by rearing honey bees near crop fields. 
In an experiment conducted at the Orissa 
University of Agriculture and Technology, bee 
pollination was observed to increase the yield of 
various oil seed crops such as, mustard, sesame, 
niger, sunflower and safflower between 33 and 
79 percent. Therefore, apiculture must be carried 
nas an integral part of agriculture. 


Bee keeping is not at all capital intensive, 
but rather it is efficient income generating. As for 
example, it has been estimated that to rear 10 
colonies of Apis mellifera, a popular species, 
permanent expenditures that include purchase of 
bee hives with stands, honey extractor and allied 


FLOWER SHOW 


His Excellency the Governor, Shri M.M. Rajendran innaugurated the 
Annual Flower Show 2002 organised at the Community Centre of Orissa 
University Agriculture and Technology on January 12, 2002. Her 
Excellency the Lady Governor, Smt. Susheela Rajendran innaugurated 
the blood donation camp organised jointly by the State Bank of India, 
OQUAT branch and Subhashree Mahila Samity. 
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tools, smaker and other tools and bee colonies 
comes to Rs.18,100/-, while the annual 
expenditure on labour, food for bees in off 
seasons, etc. comes to Rs.2,150/-. On the other 
hand, the income generated from honey (20 kg/ 
colony) and Wax (330kg/colony) is about 
Rs.20,240/-. From the second year, the total 
expenditure comes down to Rs.4,330/- and 
income goes upto Rs.23,240/-. If the other bye- 
products of apiculture are commercialised and the 


benefit rendered through improved pollination are 


taken into account, the figure of income can go , 


‘up considerably. 


Unfortunately, all the beneficial aspects 
of bee keeping have not so far been fully exploited. 
As aresult, it has not received the due importance 
and our people have been deprived of its potential 
benefits. Therefore, the entomologists, the 
government and non-government organisations 
should think about it seriously and act together to 
popularise apiculture among farmers. Incentives 
should be given to beekeepers by the way of 
(i) providing technical know how and training free 
of cost (ii) making beehives and bee colonies 
available at a subsidised rate and (ili) providing 
market for honey, wax and other bye-products. 
Cottage industries can be set up to utilize the bye- 
products and to prepare honey based beverages 
as well as Ayurvedic medicines; co-operatives 
can be formed to market these products. 


Sobhan Parida lives at D-17, Room No.23, 
Indian Institute of Management, Vastrapur, 


Ahmedabad - 380015. 
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The Role of the Socialists in the Growth of 
National Consciousness in Orissa 


The history of the growth of national consciousness 
among the Oriyas goes back to March 1817, 
when the Paikas of Ghumusar and Khurda 
revolted against the British. Subsequently, there 
was also a sign of discontentmentin Mayurbhanj 
and Parlakhemendi and among the tribals of 
Singhbhum, Dhalbhum, Ghumusar.' In 1857, 
Orissa participated in the First War Independence 
under the leadership of Surendra Sae and Chakhi 
Khuntia. Raja Baikuntha Nath of Balasore and 
Bichitra Nanda Rai of Cuttack sent a 
memorandum to the East India Company to unite 
all the Oriya-speaking tracts under a single 
administration.? To spread the feeling of 
nationalism among the Oriyas, Mr M.S. Das 
calleda Meeting on 16th August 1882, which led 
to the formation of Utkal Association, the first 
Political forum to present the demands of. the Oriya 
speaking people? Subsequently, Utkal Sammilani 
was formed. Similar Meetings and associations 


ofa separate province. Being inspired by the Non- 
Cooperation Movement, the call of Mahatma 
Gandhi in 1920, Pandit Gopabandhu Das, the 
President of the Chakradharpur session (1920) 
of the Utkal Sammilani, declared National 
independence as its primary objective, The next 
year, Gandhi visited Orissa and spread the idea 


Debadatta Mohanty 


of non-cooperation. Pandit Gopabandhu Das 
established Satyabadi School at Sakhigopal. 
Gopabandhu Choudhuri established Alakashram 
at Jagatsinghpur and Bari Ashram at Bari to impart 
training to people. Similar institutions were also 
Set up at Cuttack, Puri, Balasore, Bhadrak and 
Soro. Besides the Non-Cooperation Movement, 
the Congress leaders also played a vital role in 
the Civil Disobedience Movement. 


The role of the Congress Socialist Paty, 
which was a political group within the Congress 
was, however, not remarkable during the Civil 
Disobedience Movement. The Congress 
Socialists were young at that time. But 
Subsequently, in the 1940s, they played 4 
remarkable role in the political movements in 
Orissa and elsewhere in the country. 


The August Movement 


For participating in the Civil 
Disobedience Movement in 1932, some of the 


Congress leaders including the Congress Socialists 
like Binode Chandra 


Kanungo and Surendra 

Nath Dwivedy were sent to Prison. The anti-war 
agitation started immediately after the outbreak 
of the World War II. The Congress opposed the 
war policy of the British Government. T° 
embarass the British Government during the wat 
Period, they organised no-tax campaign and 
railway strikes. The Congress Socialists decided 
pte ty, ed On economic issues. In - 
©, individual satyagraha started in t ° 

es December 1940. Naba Krishna Choudht 
men Devi, Nityananda Kanungo and Lokanath 

ishra were ed. 


On the eve of the August Movement, a 
meeting of the Congress Socialists was called by 
Yusuf Meherally at Bombay and the blue print of 
the August Movement was drawn up. The meeting 
was attended by Malati Choudhuri and Surendra 
Nath Dwivedi from Orissa. After their return, 
Dwivedi and Gouranga Charan Das, a notable 
Socialist of Balasore, drew up a plan to attack 
the police stations at Govindpur, Erasma and 
Jagatsinghpur. By that time, important Congress 
leaders of the province had been arrested. Thus, 
the leadership of August Movement in Orissa fell 
in the hands of Surendra Dwivedy.’ A central 
office was opened at Alisa Bazar, Cuttack and 
directives were sent to different branches. Acts 
of insurrection such as attack on police station, 
Government buildings, post offices and railway 
tracks were encouraged. The Socialists were 
helped by other Congressmen, members of the 
Forward Block, and the Students' Federation. 
Reviewing the political situation in Orissa in August 
1942, the official report of August 15, 1942 
states : 


The Government measures against the 
Congress have so far had no serious repercussions in 
this province, with their leaders arrested unexpectedly. 
Local Congress workers are uncertain about the policy 
to adopt and some time will be spent on deliberations 


before any concrete programme is developed and put ‘ 


into action.... The arrest of Congress leaders appears to 
have induced the so-called Communists, Socialists, 
Forward Blacklists and Students' Federations of the 
Province to give their support to the Congress cause." 


The movement took a violent turn in 
September and October 1942. Once the senior 
Congressmen were in jail, the agitators resorted 
to acts of violence. People in rural areas assaulted 
police and other government officials, burnt 
government buildings, granaries and excise shops 
and cut off communications. Armed with sticks 
and all other available weapons, they attacked 
the Police. Choukidars and the Dafadars were 
invariably assaulted and their uniforms were seized 
and burnt. 
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(i) Koraput 


The August Movement was organised in 
the districts as well as in the garjats. Surendra 
Nath Dwivedy wrote from a hotel in Bombay, 
where he was staying during the meeting of the 
Congress Socialist Party, to different D.C.Cs. of 
Orissa to start the Movement.’ 


The D.C.C. of Koraput organised mass 
demonstrations at different places. Rest houses 
and dak-bunglows were set on fire and 
government buildings were attacked. But the 
attack on Mathili Police station was more serious 
than at other places. The tribal revolutionaries of 
the nearby villages attacked police station on the 
21st August, with bows and arrows, under the 
leadership of Laxman Naik. Due to their violent 
action the police fired at the mob, in which five 
persons died and seventeen were injured. Several 
persons were convicted. For the death ofa forest 
guard, Laxman Naik who was injured in police 
firing, was arrested and jailed at Berhampur. After 
trial, he was hanged till death on August 29, 1943. 
The tribal revolutionaries also attacked the circle 
police station at Nawrangpur and set it on fire.'° 
But the movement was brutally suppressed by 
the police. The movement organised at Gunupur 
was peaceful. Following the Gandhian method, 
revolutionaries started satyagraha in front of the 
government office and police stations. They 
courted arrest in large numbers. 

(ii) Cuttack 

After the mass meeting at Ravenshaw 
College square on August 9, 1942, which was 
addressed by Malati Choudhuri, the students of 
Cuttack joined the August Movement. On 
August 15, 1942 they set the office on fire. The 
College was closed and the students went to rural 
areas to organise the movement. They joined the 
revolutionaries of Bari, Jajpur and other places. 
At various places of Jajpur sub-division, the 
dakbungalows, revenue offices, and police 
stations were burnt. The youths of Jajpur sub- 
division were given training in the use of sticks. 


Most of the telegraph lines were cut. The police 
fired at the mob at Kaipara and Krushna Nagar. 
In Kaipara, the revolutionaries attacked the post 
office and the D.S.P. who had been there, with 
sticks. The police took resort to firing as a result 
of which five persons died and 12 were injured. 


Inaddition to this, fine was imposed on the people 
of that area.!! 


Under the leadership.of Padmanav Ray, 
nearly 30,000 persons attacked the office of the 
S.D.O, Jajpur. As the telegraph lines had been 
snapped, the few police officers, who were 
present at Jajpur could not do any thing. They 
sent information to Cuttack by a special 
Messenger and threw dynamite on the attackers. 
People had no way but to disperse. On the way, 

they set the revenue office and post office at 
Rambag on fire. The movement also started at 
Ersama and J agannathpur under the leadership 
of Gourisyam Naik. There were also movements 
at Tirtol, J; agatsinghpur and Govindpur. 

(ii) Balasore : 


- Balasore occupied a unique place in the 
freedom movement in Orissa. A number of 
persons were arrested for takin; 


g part in the Salt 
Satyagraha and the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. ; 


The August Movement in Balasore was 

initiated by Gouranga Ch. Das and others. Das 

~ was one of the prominent socialist workers, Like 
the students of Cuttack, the students of Balasore 
played a vital role in the initial stage of the August 
movement. They started Satyagraha in the schools 
and requested the Chairmen 
district Board and Balsore Muni 
They picketed the Governme 
people resorted to acts of vi 
buming thedakbungalow, Gov 
the police stations. They refu 


cipality to resign. 
nt offices. Later, 
olence including 
emment offices and 
sed to pay taxes, 

On 17th August, nearly 5000 people 
d the police station at Bhandari Pokhari 
near Bhadrak, They beat the police and set fire 


attacke 
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Nishamani Khunti 
of the Balasore - 


to the police station, the quarters of t 1 


he police 
men officials and the post office and damageda 
bridge in order to cut off communication. The - 
police retaliated by firing at the mob, as a result 
of which a few persons were seriously injured. 


Towards the month of September, a 
National Government was formed at Balasore. 
Meetings were held under its auspices. A fter the 


meeting revolutionaries used to set fire to the 
Government offices. 


Police high handedness took a-serious 
turn in Eram under Basudevpur police station. 
Thirty five persons were killed on the spot and 
118 persons were seriously injured in police firing. 
It can aptly be compared with the Jalianawalabag 
tragedy"? 


’ The firing annoyed all sections of people 
and there was demand for inquiry. The 
Government of Orissa set up a Joint Inquiry 
Commission Consisting of Revenue Commissioner 
of Orissa and the 1.G. of Police, but it could not 
satisfy the public. Both the officers were British. 
As expected, the Commission reported : "In these 
circumstances we are fully satisfied that there was 
ample justification for the order to fire at first 


Instance. Nor do we consider that the amount of 
fixing was excessive."3 


___ The police seized the central office at 
Alisa Bazar, Cuttack and framed charges against 
important leaders of the movement who were the 
CSP. members and arrested them. The Congress 
Socialists were, Surendra Nath Dwivedy; 
a, Banka Behary Das, Narayan 
Narasingh Charan Mohanty, 
ta, Gour Ch. Das and Pyati 
Hon'ble Justice Maher, the Special 
Judge, Who was deputed to try these persons gave 
his decision on March, 23, 1943. Dwivedy was 
accused under the Sec, | 17, Sec.120(b) of 
es Section 38(5) ofD.LR. and was sentenced 
Gi . of rigorous imprisonment, Bhaira 
n. Mohanty, Biswanath Parida and Ghanasya™ 
Ntenced for four years each unde! 


Mohan Das. 


Patnaik were se 
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the section 120 (b) of I.P.C. and Sec.38(5) of 
D.LR., Nishamani Khuntia, Banka Bihary Das, 
Narayana Prasad Mohanty, N.C. Mohanty, 
Lokanath Mishra Nabaghana Behera, Goura 
Chandra Das, Dukhishyam Padhi and Rama 
Kanta Das were convicted under the same 
sections and were given four years imprisonment 
each. Sachida Nanda Mishra and Jadumani Jena 
were detained under D.I.R. B.B. Das and P.N. 
Das along with six others appealed to the court. 
The charges were so serious that no body's 
appeal except that of Banka Bihary Das was 
taken into consideration. Hon'ble Justice Sinha 
and Hon'ble Justice Chatterjee considered Banka 
Bihary Das as too young to do such activities 
willfully. They opined, "The sentence against them 
1S not too severe in the circumstances disclosed 
in the case, except that in the case of B.B.Das, 
who is a young man of 20 and has not yet begun 
his life. It may be said that he was in no better 
position than that ofa camp follower. He has been 
described by the court below as the "office boy". 
In these circumstances, I will reduce his sentence 
to R.I. for two years ..."'* Imprisonment of the 
leaders and the seizure of the central office and 
the branch offices were attempted to crush the 
August movement in Orissa. 


The participation of the Socialist wing in 
the August Movement helped it in political 
recruitment. The Socialists also took part in 
Organising Praja Mandal movement. 


Praja Mandal Movement 


The Praja Sammilani or Praja Mandals 
In garjats may be classified as anomic interest 
8roups, as per the classification of the interest 
groups made by Almcnd and Coleman. These 
SOUPS Originated sporadically and spontaneously 
in response to tyrannical oppression as "Populist 
Political Groups." These were limited in their 
Scope of political activity, in terms of their clientele, 
80als, breadth of social support and the cohesion 
of elite. These anomic gros are helpful for the 


study of political institutionalisation of the Congress 


and the P.S.P. in Orissa. The leaders of the 

Congress and the C.S.P. sympathized this 

movement. The workers of the Praja Sammilani 
received "encouragement and active assistance 

from the Congress workers of the coastal areas." 

'S But the Congress Socialists like Sarangdhar 

Das Malati Choudhuri and others took active part 

in liberating the people of the feudatory states from 

the clutches of princely mal-administration. 

Dwivedy has written, "We the Socialists started 

Prajamandal Movement against the autocracy of 
the princes in the Garjat areas, along with the: 
peasant movement against the Zamindars of 
Mogalbandi.""’ The motif of the Socialists was to 

take leadership in garjat movement was multi- 

dimensional. First, they were eager to curb the 

power of the native rulers and feudatory chief and 

to raise political consciousness among the people. 

Secondly, they were keen for the socio-economic 

and political justice for the feudatory people, who 

constituted a sizeable population in the province. 
The C.S.P. as well as the Congress took the issue 
seriously and formulated resolutions in that regard. 
Mahatma Gandhi, who played a major role in 
formulating Congress policy, declared, "The 
Congress seeks not to embarrass the states, it 
desires to keep them. It does not wish to destroy 
them. It wishes to reform them.""’ Although the 
National Congress promised "to exercise moral 
and friendly influence,"'* it could not help under 
"existing circumstances."'° So, the responsibility 
of the Movement was thrust upon the Congress 
Socialists. Moreover, the Socialists were ardent 
nationalists, for which they wanted to spread 
political mobilization. 


These interest groups were formed as a 
result of tyrannical oppression. In almost all the 
Indian States, the people were oppressed by their 
rulers, but the oppression in the princely states of 
Orissa was excessive. The A.IS.P.C. at Ludhiana 
on the 15th February, 1939 expressed, "... 
Everyone knows that some of the states in Orissa 
are the worst and most degraded of their kind in 
India."”° R.L. Handa writing on the subject 
observes : 
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The Orissa States witnessed worse repression 
and misrule than probably other group of states in India, 
and those State presented a picture of feudalism at its 
worst. baring a few states like Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj, 
Nayagath and Patna, the rest of the States of Orissa 
were in condition of torper."?! 


Due to the movement political concessions were 
granted by certain rulers lincluding those of 


Athagarh, Baramba, Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj, 
Patna and Talcher.” 


After independence, movements in 
different garjats were carried on vigorously for 
the merger of the princely states with the Indian 
Union. Sarangadhar Das, as the Secretary of the 
O.S.P.C. and the President of the Eastern garjat 
Union engineered the movement in different 
Garjats with the help of the Socialists and 
Congress leaders such as Pabitra Mohan 
Pradhan, Yudhisthir Mishra, Balaram Das and 
Narayan Chakra.” The agitation started at 
different places, mainly in Nilagiri,2! Bonaigarh,” 
Keonjhar,? Sareikela 34 Baud, Bamra, Sonepur 
and other garjats.> However, in December | 947, 
the movement ended with the si gning of the merger 
agreement with all the princely states except 


The oppression was such that, it was even 
felt by the British viceroys,” such as Lord Ripen, 
Lord Curzon, Lord Hardinges, Lord chelmsford, 
and Lord Reading.” Asareply to this Oppression, 
there was popular risin g in different Garjats, in 
the early decade of 20th Century. People of Baud, 
Bamra, Rairakhol, Ranpur, Nayagarh, Nilagiri, 
Talcher, Dasapalla and Keonjhar have 
spontaneously risen several times against the 
oppression. But they were brutally suppressed.24 
The Orissa State Peoples Conference, a branch 
of the A.I.S.P.C. was formed to know the 
condition the peasantry and other peoples in 
Garjats of Orissa. Accordingly, a Committee 


taking Sarangdhar Das and Harekrushna Mayurbhanj, with which it Was signed a year later. 
Mahatab was appointed to go to different places Thus, the Socialists helped in developing 
and to know the Condition of the people through _political consciousness among the people during 
the Personal interviews, They reported that the the August Movement and Garjat Movement. 
ieee foe miserable.25 Against such They infused the people witha sense of patriotism 
is pes iets Rata “Hie Mandals and trained them in resorting to ways of non- 
the States Peoples! Moreteniti a fe aaa, cee 
Dhenkanal, Nilagiri, Talcher, Nayagath, (Se ie oo 

and other places.2”? The People of Dhenkanal References 

Talcher, Nilagiri states ; 


created history und 1. Moh: 
leadership of Sri Sarangadhar Das” se onarkP 


B. Orissa Parichaya, Bhubaneswar : 
Konark P; 


rakashani, 1976, pp.56-58. 
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ment was suppressed 2. The Samaj. 1.4.76, p.7 
and the leaders of respective Sarjatsweresenttp 3: Mohanty, S. Madhu Sudan Das. New Delhi 
prison. The leaders like Saranpathe, Dee hee National Book Trust, India, 1972, p33. 
Choudhuri, Naba Krushna Choudhuri and = Das. S.N, ed. Yugapurush Gopabandhu Das. 
Surendra Nath Dwived, who inspired the 3 Cuttack : Orissa Book Store, 1976, pp.63 71. 
movement from moghulbandi areas, were > The Samaj. 1.4.76 P.7 . . 
Prohibited to enter the arjat areas. Still, the 6 Mukherjee d ' 
ae continued till the merger of the states with Movement in or ing Vel Say pac 
rissa. 7 Dwivedy, s. es . nee : 
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vement in Orissa 
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Mission, for compilation 
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SAHITYA BHARATI SAMMAN 


Noted Oriya short story writer, Smt. Binapani Mohanty has been selected 
for the prestigious Sahitya Bharati Samman this year. The award, which 
has been instituted by the Gangadhar Rath Foundation, carries a cash 
prize of Rs.! lakh anda silver replica of the Sun Temple. 


Smt. Mohanty has twentysix collections of short stories, two novels 
and acollectio:: of one-act-plays to her credit. Besides, she has translated 
works from English and other Indian languages. The award will be 
conferred on her at a function to be held at Cuttack on February 3, 2002. 
Two other short story writers, Shri Debabrata Madanray and Shri Gourahari 
Das will also be honoured on this occasion. 
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Tnsuratice Schemes for the Rural Mass 


General Insurance Corporation in general, and 
New India Assurance Co. in particular have 
actively entered into the field of Rural Insurance 
for over two decades and have made sincere and 
honest efforts to uplift the rural masses, Their main 
objective is to insure every productive animal/bird/ 
livestock. For development of rural sector and 
building up subsidiary occupation of Indian 
farmer, e.g. cattle, poultry, livestock, agl. 
pumpsets, sericulture, Pisciculture, horticulture all 
_ Such investments need insurance protection. 


A separate Rural Insurance Department 
was established at the time of Nationalisation of 


eas. This rural 
e than 5.76 lacs 


: whereas urban 
population is concentrated in only 3,200 towns 


€en exploited by the 
Ng Into consideration 
anges in terms of 
country is undergoing, 
ly going to playa very 


various economic ch 
liberalisation, which our 
Rural Market is definite 


Rajendra P. Samal 


important role for the survival of the entire 
Insurance Industry, 


Insurance plays an important role in the 
“Social Security Scheme” sponsored by the 
Government. Examples are the Solutium Scheme, 
Personal Accident Social Security Scheme, Hut 
Insurance, etc. The Crop Insurance Scheme has 
considerable social significance. The scheme 
benefits not only the insured farmer but also the 
community both directly and indirectly in term of 
maintaining agricultural production and rural 


employment and contribution to economic 
growth. 


All the Rural Insurance Schemes operated 
ona commercial basis are designed ultimately to 
provide social Security to the rural families, The 
Insurance industries has designed Special 


Insurance Schemes at a Subsidized rate of 
premium. to cover cattle and other livestock for 
the beneficiaries of IRDp and various other 
Government sponsored programmes, 


Apart from this support to Government 
s, the insurance industries offer, on a 
commercial basis, insurance Covers which have 
the ultimate objective of social Security . 


scheme 


The salient features of important Rural 
ce schemes are ag follows : 


A. Personal Insurance ; 


Insuran 


1. Janata Personal Accident Insurance 
2. Gramin Personal Accident Insur 


ance 
3.Gr, Personal Accident 


4. Jana Arogya Policy/Mediclaitn policy. 


5. Bh. Arogya Policy (Retirement Medical 
Benefit). 


B. Package Over : 

1. Farmer’s Package Insurance 
2. Package Insurance for Tribal 
si Company may design any package as per 
the need of the society. 

C. Cattle and Livestock Insurance : 

1. Cattle 

2. Sheep and Goat 

3. Poultry Insurance 

4. Many others 

D. Animai Covers : 

1. Sericulture Insurance 

2. Inland Fresh Water Fish Insurance 

3. Aquaculture (Shrimp / Prawn) Insurance 

4. Honey bee Insurance 

E. Other Rural Covers : 

1. Agl. Pumpset Insurance 

2. Animal Driven Cart Insurance 

3. Hut Insurance 

4. Gobar Gas Insurance scheme 

5. Lift Irrigation Insurance 

6. Horticulture / Plantation Insurance 

7. Comp. Floriculture Insurance 

JPA/Gramin Insurance Policy 


Bo ‘s . 
Any person irrespective of sex, 


occupation and profession in the age group of 
10 yrs. to 70 yrs may be covered. 


‘ This Insurance will pay to the Insured for 


accidental death and injury. 


The policy may be issued for minimum 
S.I. of Rs.25,006/- and maximum for 
Rs. 100,000/- 
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* The Rate of Premium is Rs.15/- for S.1 
of 25,000/- for JPA, Rs.5/- for S.I of 
Rs.10,000/- for Gramin . 


* Gr. Discount & Long term Discount is 
available 


Jana Arogya/Mediclaim Policy 


* The policy provides for reimbursement 
of hospitalisation / domicillary, hospitalisation 
expenses, for illness/diseases suffered or 
accidental injury sustained during the policy 
period. 

* The policy is available to individuals and 
family members. The age limit is 5 to 70 yrs. 


© Mediclaim : The S.1 is available form 
Rs.15,000/- up to Max. Rs.500,000/-. Jana 
Arogya : The S.1 is restricted to Rs.5,000/- and 
premium is only Rs.70/- per annum. 


BH. Arogya A Policy 


- This is a differed Mediclaim policy and 
may be taken at any age, from 25 yrs. up to 55 
yrs. 

* The retirement age to be selected by the 
insured at the time of taking the policy may be 
between 55 yrs. and 60 yrs. 

" The amount of benefit available under the 
basic policy will be Rs. 50,000/- during the life- 
time of the insured commencing from the policy 
retirement A ge. 


* The coverage under the policy is more 
or less, the same as Mediclaim Policy. 


Farmer's Package Insurance 


With a view to give comprehensive 
insurance to cover assets of the Farmers : 


1. Fire and Allied Perils Rs. 0.60 per mile. 
a) Dwelling House 
b) Contents of the House 
Burglary & House Breaking Rs. 2.40 per mile. 


Rs. per APS scheme 
Rs. 1.40% of the 
Market Value 


Agl. Pumpset 
Animal Driven Cart 


AWN 


5. Livestock & cattle As per Market 
Agreement. 

6. T.V.Set Rs. 10.00 per mille 

7. Pedalcycle Rs. 20.00 per mille 

8. Baggage Insurance Rs. 7.50 Per mille 

9. JP A/Gramin Per Accident As Per Market 
Agreement 

10. Jan Arogya Bima Policy As Per Market 
Agreement 


Composite Package for Tribals 


This policy has been evolved for the 
benefit of Tribals as per recommendation of the 
working group for identifying new areas/schemes 
in the Rural Sector. The policy can be marketed 
to individual tribal also. 


S.L Premium 

1. Huts/Dwelling (Fire & 

Allied Purils) Rs. 5000/- Rs. 4.60% 
2. Contents (Fire & Allied 

purils) Rs. 1000/- Rs.4.60% 
3. Per Accident Death/ 

Loss oflimb Eye Rs.10,000/- —_ Rs.5.00% 
4. Hospitalisation. Rs.10,000/-. as per Jana 

including Domicillary Arogya 

Hospitalisation 


Cattle / Livestock Insurance 


Age Rate Non- Benefit 


Scheme Scheme 
Milch Cow, Milch 
Buffalo,Bullock etc, 


2-10 yrs, 2.25% 4.40% 


Death due 
to Accideny 
Disease 
Sheep/Goat 6 month to 2.75% 4.0% “di 
6 yrs. . og 
P.T .D.cover can be 
granted subject to 
extra premium 
Poultry (Broiler) I day to 8 1.50% -do- 
weeks i 
Poultry (Layer) | day to 72 5.50% — -do- 
weeks 
Max, 8.1 for broiler is Rs. 45/- & Max, S.1. for layer ig Re, 757 
Agriculture Pumpsets Insurance 
K 4 : u 
Centrifugal pumpset (Flectrical/Diesel) 
used for agrilculture per 


Pose. It includes pum; i 
driving unit and starter. y 


* 


Mechanical and Electrical Breakdown, 
Fire and lightening 


* 
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* 


Theft and Burglary 


* Flood risk on payment of extra-premium 


@ 2% of S.I Minimum premium Rs. 40/- per 
Elec. Pumpset, Rs. 55/- per Diesel Pumpset 


Animal Driven Cart Insurance 


* Rate Rs. 1.40% on the market value of 


cart and animal 
* Accidental loss or damage to cart and or 
Death or permanent Disablement of Animal 


* Legal liability to third party and passenger 
Gobar Gas Insurance 


' S.I will be value of the plant (Digest +Gas 


holder + cost of civil construction) 
* 


Rate Rs. 1/- per mille. 
* Fire, lightening, explosion / impolsion, 
Riot, strike and malicious damage, Flood, 
inundation, etc. 


Hortilculture and Plantation Insurance 
* Horticulture crop: Grape, Citrus, Chikoo, 
Banana - Rate Rs. 5.0% S.I. 

* Plantation Crop: Rubber, Eucalyptus 
poplar, teakwood, sugarcane, Tea etc.- Rate 
Rs. 1.25% of S.1. 

* __S.L. shall be based-on the cost of 
cultivation or, input cost i.e. cost of raising! 
development of insured trees. 


i The policy shall cover and seek t0 
indemnity the insured to the extent of loss of input 
due to loss or damage to the insured trees/fruits- 


Fire, lightening, storm, hailstorm, cyclon® 
tempest flood and inundation, riot, strike a” 


malicious damage, act of terrorism. 


Sericulture Insurance 

pI mY oe 
This insurance will cover death of 

cs rm due to accident or disease contract 

uring the period of Insurance. 

* 


The Coveris in respect of total loss. 
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= “Silkworm from egg stage to cocoon stage 
are covered. Rate: Bivoltime -Rs. 8%, 
Multivoltime -7% 


Inland Fish Insurance Scheme 


* The scheme is applicable to fish farm 
consisting of fry / fishlings/ fingerlings/fish in stock 
pond. 


* 


From stage of fish seed, fingerlings/Fry 
to stage when fish is ready to catch 3.4% gross 
per annum on peak value of fish. 


* This policy covers only total loss of fish 


in the task due to Disease and Accident. 
Rasta Apati Kavach 


This insurance cover is available to 
persons between the age-group of 5 years to 80 
years. 


* The policy offers Janata Personal 
Accident cover including reimbursement of 
hospitalisation due to road accident. 

* Capital sum insured is Rs. 1,00,000.00 
: Premium is Rs.60/- person. 

: Medical expenses for body injury 
caused by or arising out of road accident upto 
Rs. 1,00,000.00: Premium is Rs. 100/- 


* Group Discounts are also available. 


Presented at the Training Programme on Social Welfare 
held at Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, 


Bhubaneswar from 7th to 11th January 2001. 


ee ee 
Rajendra P Samal is Regional Manager, New India 
Assurance Co. Ltd., Bhubaneswar. 


TRAINING PROGRAMME ON "COMMUNICATION : ROLE OF MEDIA" 


A training programme on "Communication : Role of Media" was held at Gopabandhu of 
Academy of Administration, Bhubaneswar from Sth to 9th November, 2001. The participants 
were divided into two groups; Group A - deliberated on the role of traditional media in the 
dessemination of information; Group B - focused on electronic media. In Group A, Shri 
Bidhubhusan Mansingh, Shri P.K. Singh, Smt. Sucheta Priyadarshini, Shri Hemanta Kumar 
Nayak, Smt. Bijayalaxmi Praharaj, Smt. Umamani Senapati, Shri Subrat Kuanr and.Smt. 
Gayatri Senapati participated in the deliberations. The participants in Group B were Shri 
Niranjan Sethi, Shri Deepak Routrai, Shri Hari Bandhu Ghadei, Shri. Minakshysa Prasad 
Jena, Shri Bijaya Kumar Pradhan, Shri Parsurama Sahu, Shri Pradipta Kumar Gahan, Shri 
Rabindra Kumar Swain and Shri Satyananda Sahoo. 
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Safety Net for Retrenched Workers 


Introduction 


Industrial restructuring is the order of the day 
involving downsizing, closure and loss of 
employment. To cope with this situation, Workers’ 
Safety Net Mechanisms are being set up or 
strengthened throughout the world. The concept 
is based on the philosophy of protecting workers! 
interest from the adverse effects of industrial 
restructuring which is not of their makin g. 


There are 72 government companies 
including 20 subsidiaries and3 deemed companies 
as on 31st March, 2000. In addition, there are 4 


statutory corporations. But now there are only 
32 working com) 


panies and out of these,.6 have 
been referred to BIFR. Out of the non-working 


companies, 40 are under liquidation, 21 are under 
closure and 2 have been merged. : 


While PSEs have played an important 
role in hamessing the local Tesources to serve the 
public at large over the years of economic 
planning, these enterprises have also absorbed a 
huge investment to the tune of Rs.8,543.62 crore 
in government companies and Rs.841.24 crore 
in statutory corporations. In addition, Goverment 
has stood guarantee for Rs.4,679.57 crore for 
18 companies and 2 statutory corporations. 
However, due to dismal performance, the 
accumulated losses had gone up from Rs.423.79 
crore in 1994-95 toRs.] »176.07 crore in 1999- 
2000 leading to capital erosion of 69% (ona 
paid-up capital of Rs.1 696.46 crore). Ifthe loss 
making companies continue their Operation and 
accumulate losses at the same Tate as in the past, 
by the end of 2004-05 the accumulated losses 
will amount to a Staggering Rs.3,263 


t .74 crore 
which will not only wipe out the entire paid-up 


K.C. Badu 


capital, but also create a negative net worth of 
nearly Rs.1,500 crore. 


Besides, during the period from 1997- 
98 to 1999-2000, the State Govt. has provided 
direct budget support averaging Rs.314.00 crore 
per year comprising of equity, loan, subsidy, 
waiver of dues, etc, Government of Orissa is no 
longer able to provide this kind of commitment of 
State PSEs due to present financial crunch. 


Further, it is needless to mention that the 
social sector in Orissa is in urgent need of new 
investments in education, health, housing 
infrastructure, etc. Independent professional 
estimates show that if only the hidden subsidies 
enjoyed by the PSEs were diverted to these 
sectors, it would have led to Creation of about 
21,000 new primary schools, 26,000 kilometres 
of new metal roads, 17,000 new doctors, nearly 
one lakh resettlement houses or 5,00,000 new 
Jobs over the three years, 1997-2000. By putting 
money into PSEs, these opportunities for 
development in Social sector have been 
undoubtedly lost due to large investment in Public 
Enterprises. 


Employment Position 


Government has introduced “Model Voluntary 
Retirement Scheme” and "Model Voluntary 
Separation Scheme" for the employees of State 
PSUs and Co-operative enterprises. To cope with 
this upheaval situation, retrenchment/ retirement 
under VR Scheme, Workers Safety Net 
Mechanisms are being established. 


Sociai Safety Net Programme: 


Under this mechanism, Government has 
initiated a“ Social Net Safety Programme" which 
includes interalia Survey, Counselling, Re-training 
of the retirees under VR Scheme. The programme 
envisages imparting not only training but extending 
€scort services to the retirees for their re- 
deployment. This programme is being funded by 
DFID under PE Reform Programme of the State 
Government. Under the programme, altogether 
10,000 retirees will be provided counselling 
service and 3,500 retirees will be provided with 
re-training facilities in different trades. This 
Programme aims at assisting the retired employees 
In providing them gainful selfemployment or wage 
employment. Kalinga Institute of Industrial 
Technology of BBSR has been selectedas the 
Nodal centre for implementing this programme 
under the direct supervision of Department of 
Public Enterprises / Adam Smith Institute. The 
COst of the Project is Rs.4.60 crore spanning over 
4 period of three years ending on 10.12.2002. 


Present Progress 


Social Safety Net Programme (SSNP) 
in Orissa has completed 22 months in October, 
2001. There has bee: a consistent increase in re- 
skilling and redeployment of the target voluntarily 
retired employees of the Siate PSUs. Significant 
Progress in the field of re-training and 
redeployment has als> been made. A brief 
Summary of the overall performances of different 
activities under the programme till 31st October, 
2001 has been illustrated it the following Table. 
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Progress of Survey, Counselling, Training 
and Redeployment Activities of SSNP till 
31 st October, 2001. 


Activity No. of Employees Covered 
‘Upto InOct? 01 Total 
Sept.01 

Employees Initially 

Counselled 5225 339 5564 

Employees Counselled 

In-depth 3740 330 4070 

Retraining 

Identified for Training 2048 229 2277 

Completed Training 647 31 683 | 

Employees Undergoing 

Training 145 155 246 

Did not turn up 305 - 277 

Employees identified to 

receive training in 

subsequent months 

after receiving VR 953 118 1071 

Redeployment 

A. With Training 

Self employment 99 3 102 

Wage employment 16 - 16 

TotalA 115 3 118 

B. With In-depth Counselling and Escort Support 

Self employment 911 1 912 

Wage employment 218 - 218 

“=k °°,» a 1 wo 

Grand Total - (A+B) 1244 4 1248 

Survey 


A total of 6,050 workers ( 61 % of the 
target i.e. 10,000) have been surveyed till the end 
of October 2001. An analysis of the survey 
activity shows that 61% of the target is achieved 
during 61% of total project duration i.e. 3 years 
including the preparation period of three months. 
The number of workers surveyed in OSRTC 
(21%) is maximum, followed by Baripada 
Spinning Mill (10%), OHPC(8%) and USPN 
(5%), respectively. + * 


a 


Initial and In-depth Counselling 


The number of persons counselled till the 
end of October 2001 is 5,564 (92% of the total 
employees surveyed till the month). This includes 
survey of 8.0% employees through secondary 
sources. Thrust has been given on in-depth 
counselling. 4070 (69% of the number of. persons 
surveyed) employees have been counselled in- 
depth against a target of 50%. Support provided 
to additional 17% employees is a part of the 
strategic implementation and feltneed while going 
through the process of initial counselling. 


Retraining 


With regard to retraining activity a total 
of 2,277 (37% of thie number of persons surveyed 
till date) employees have been identified, against 
a target of 35%, to receive training in broad areas 
such as agriculture and allied areas, computer and 
IT, technical and Entrepreneurship Development 
Programme (EDP) throu gh in-depth counselling. 
Training programmes have been organised for 929 
(14%) employees, 683 employees have already 
completed their training and remaining 246 
persons are receiving training in different areas. 
Emphasis is being laid to increase the number of 
trainees under different trades to enhance the 
training activity. 

Re-deployment 


In pursuance of the objectives of Social 
Safety Net Programme and the Prevailing labour 
market in the state, more Stress is being given on 
creating self - employment Opportunities for the 
voluntarily retired employees. Till date 1,248 
voluntarily retired employees have been 


redeployed through counselling and escort 
services. 


Problem Areas Identified for Sucessful 
Implementation of SSNP 


\ Present addresses ofthe 


is not available with PSUs, 
* 


VR employees 


Training course modules are not designed 
to the need of the trainees. ( short term 


to cater 
ing is not sufficient for the trainees) . 


training 
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= Monitoring Mechanism requires 


improvement. 


Course fee is inadequate; as a result the 


training institutions find it difficult to impart training, 


* Duration of the training is less. 


* Co-ordiantion among the counsellors and 


workers requries improvement, 


id Placement cell is essential for creating re- 


deployment opportunities. 
Government Action in process: 


As this SSNP programme is structured 
for only limited follow up exercise after re-training 
of the retired/redundant workers, there is aneed 
to enhance the credibility of the programme by 
Providing logistic support to the retired/redundant 
employees after re-training, Realizing this, the Task 
Force on Public Enterprise Reforms have 
Suggested the following for the welfare of the | 
employees to be covered under Social Safety Net 
Programme : 


()) To provide re-training facilities to the 
extent possible to all redundant workers to up- 
grade their skill to search better avenues of 
employment. 


(ii) To open up additional “Redundant Employee 
Assistance Centres” in districts basing on the 
concentration of such population, These centres 
would work as the placement centres to create 
redeployment opportunities for the displaced 
workers. “Tecline” services will be provided in 
these centres to cater to the need of the redundant 


Workers searching new jobs and requiring other 

associated logistic support. 

re. at the Training Programme on Social Welfar® 
eld at Gopabandhu Academy of Administratio™ 
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Addressing the Problems Faced by the Handicapped 


Training Programme on ‘Social Welfare : Care for the Aged, Handicapped and 


Ours isa welfare state. A number of programmes 
aré being implemented throughout the country for 
the social welfare of the handicapped. Redressing 
the grievances of the handicapped is a vital and 
Sensitive issue which cannot be ignored. 


There are two types of handicap : mental 
and physical. The physically handicapped persons 
include blind, deaf, dumb and orthopaedically 
handicapped. The mentally handicapped are’ 
mentally retarded including mentally paralysed. 
The total number of physically handicapped in 
Orissa is 1,58,203 as per report on the Welfare 
of the disabled, International day for the disabled, 
3rd December, 1995, Department of Women and 
Child Development Government of Orissa. 


There are anumber of NGOs who have 
taken up the issue of handicapped. A survey has 
been undertaken at Pratibandhi Kalyan Kendra, 
Jayadevanagar, Bhubaneswar; and Shri 
Balabhadra Sahu, Sector Co-ordinator of the 
Organization has been contacted. He revealed that 
his organization had undertaken the following 
works in order to ameliorate the condition of the 
handicapped with Disabilities Act 1995. The 
handicapped have been classified into 7 
Categories : 


(i) Totally blind, (ii) Low vision, (iii) Hearing 
impaired, (iv) Orthopaedica'ly handicapped, 
(v) Leprosy, (vi) Mental retardation and 
(vii) Mental illness 


Problems 
1. Mobility 


The efficiency ofa person depends mostly 
on his mobility. A disabled person cannot move 
independently without the assistance of others. 
Moreover, he/she fully depends upon the 
assistance of others which affects the normal 


Indigent Artists,' January 7-11, 2002 


development of the individual and the society as 
a whole. 


2. Burden on the family 


Very often disabled persons are treated 
as a burden on the family. Those persons also 
suffer mentally; 

Disability 

Disability is a long-term impairment 
leading to social and economic disadvantages, 
denial of rights and limited opportunities, to play 
an equal part in the life of the community. The 
total number of disabled persons in India is more 
than 90 million. 

Adoption 

On field study the spokesman of 
Vasundhara, a shelter home for the orphans, 
abandoned children and the aged in Cuttack, 


appraised that no body is ready to accept a 
mentally retarded or mentally ill child. But 


. however, some benevolent couple come forward 


to adopt the physically handicapped children. Yet 
their report since 1987 reveals that foreign 
adoption is 157 from 1987 till 30th September, 


2001. 
Indian Adoption 


Parents show negligence and apathy 
towards the handicapped children. A couple had 
left their 4 month old physically handicapped girl 
child at Vasundhara. She has one leg and one 
hand. They do not frequent Vasundhara to even 
see unfortunate child. Mentally retarded and 
mentally ill persons, especially the ladies, fall an 
easy prey to the miscreants. They are also sexually 
abused. The handicapped all over the world suffer 
alot. There should be a humanitarian approach 
to this problem. 


GD 
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Suggestions for Improvement 


Li, Insurance schemes for the handicapped 
artists should be started. : 


2s The parents of the family should not be 
apathetic towards their handicapped children. 
They have their own responsibility to rehabilitate 
them. They should keep it in mind that a 
handicapped child has got an equal right as a 
normal child has to live with the society. They 


should change their attitude towards handicapped 
children. 


3} Ours being a welfare state, the state has 
a responsibility of protecting the rights of the 


handicapped and looking to their all round 
development. ~ 


4. The present facilities provided to the 
handicapped are commendable. The 
handicapped, who have not been covered should 
be covered under rehabilitation schemes. 


5. Doctors, social workers, philanthropic 
i and NGOs havea definite role to 
play. 


6. An awareness should be er : 

i eated 
society through media, ated in the 
Vs 


A person with disabilit 

y should be 
beige acer rehabilitated under different (oan 
schemes. The bankers should show |; itude 
Pe: Ow liberal attitude 
8. All disabled 
under Disability Pen 


percentage of the their disability. 


Persons should be covered 


sion Scheme, irrespective of 


C56) 


9. 3% of the allocation under JGSY may 
be earmarked for the rehabilitation of disabled 
under various income generating schemes. 


10. _ Provision of vocational training centers 
with hostel facilities should be made at block head 


quarters for the rehabilitation of physically 
handicapped. 


11. Inspecial schools, provision for extension 
learning like dance, drama, music, painting and 
drawing, etc. should be made with a view to 
exploiting the artistic talent of the handicapped. 


12. Shelter homes and rehabilitation centers 


with basic facilities may be provided for mentally 
ill persons. 


13. Disability pension facilities may be 
extended to the mentally ill and retarded persons: 


14. Identification of disabled persons for 
providing aids and appliances and other benefits 
may be made annually at Gram Panchayat levels: 


15. Networking of NGOs and Government 
Departments working for the benefit of the 
disabled may be made for dissemination BY 
information. A newsletter carrying success stories 
and showing remarkable works done by NGO: 
individuals or government officials to help the 
disabled may also be published. 


Participants ; 


Shri Tarakanta Mohanty, Shri Balabhadra Saho% 
Shri Nagendranath Nayak, Shri Jasinta Kanduln® 
Shri Surendranath Samantaray, Shri Srikant Mohanty, 
Shri Siddhartha Pattnayak, Shri Uma Sankar Chhott)> 
Shri Ranjit Kumar Behera. 
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Economic and Political Empowerment of Women 


Speech by Smt. Usha Narayanan on the Occasion of the International Women's Day 


New Delhi, 8 March, 2000. 


Jam happy to associate myself with the function organised by the Mahila Dakshata Samiti to celebrate 
International Women’s Day. It is appropriate that the subject “Economic and Political Empowerment of 
Women : Key to Peace, Stability and Nation Building” has been chosen for discussion. 


Economic and political empowerment of women is the determining factor for development and 
nation building. Our development has become lopsided due to denial of opportunities to women to 
participate in the many spheres of life. “As long as women of India”, declared Mahatma Gandhi in 
1925, “do not take part in public life there can be no salvation of the country”. He further added, “As 
long as... women do not come to public life and purify it ... we are not likely to attain Swaraj”. “Even if 
we did”, he added, “I would have no use for that kind of Swaraj to which such women have not made 


their full contribution’. 


Weare yet to realise the vision of Mahatma Gandlii. It is said that, “Doors to economic and 
political opportunities for women have been opening more slowly and reluctantly” and “The continuing 
exclusion of women from many economic and political opportunities is a continuing indictment of modern 
progress”. Today women are in the forefront to put an end to this sad chapter of human history. 


Women getting the right to vote in America has been considered as more important than 
manufacture of atom bomb, establishment of United Nations and many other great scientific discoveries. 
Ican say with great confidence that if such is the importance of women getting ri ght to vote then their full 
Participation in political and ezonomic fields will become the most far reaching and important event in 
the history ofmankind. 


We know from our own experience that empowerment of women through reservation of 33% 
of seats for them in the Panchayati Raj institutions has inducted almost one million women to public life 
at the grass roots level. It has empowered the marginalised women and brought about significant social 
changes. The drive for literacy and anti-liquor movements in many parts of the country has got an 
impetus from women’s participation in Panchayati Raj bodies. Such political empowerment has 
encouraged women to move from one village to another to spread literacy with a catchy slogan ‘Jai 
Akshar’ which they say is equal ii importance to ‘Jai Hind’. Women are now restless to widen their 
public participation. It is evident from the answer of some rural ladies in Haryana who when asked 
about the meaning of good life said “women’s participation in decision making”. 


Adoption of Women’s Reservation Bill which aims at ensuring 33% reservation in Parliament 
and State Legislatures will bring about a revolution in our country. It will in fact fulfil one of the dreams 
of Mahatma Gandhi who had gone to the extent of saying in 1946 that women should be preferred to 
men even if such preference resulted in total displacement of men by women. 


GD 
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Substantive portion of women’s empowerment rests on the economic independence of women. 
Women have least access to credit, property, and economic and productive resources. We have seen 
how the activities of ordinary women in many parts of the country led to their economic empowerment. 
The anti-arrack movement of Nellore district started by a neo-literate lady Rosamma led to formation 
of thousands of credit cooperatives and self-help groups which released women from indebtedness 
and subsequently generated employment for them. These credit cooperatives started by women have 
been replicated in many other parts of Andhra Pradesh and many other States of India. SEWA Bank a 
Gujarat, Bhramaramba Mahila Cooperative Bank in Andhra Pradesh and many other such women $ 
banks are shining examples of women’s active involvement in promoting their economic empowerment. 
Andhra Pradesh has also taken the first step in establishing separate Industrial Estate for women. 
Started by the Association of Lady Entrepreneurs of Andhra Pradesh it has become a role model for 
women entrepreneurs in other States. This is a fine example of economic empowerment of women. 


Poverty of women is worldwide. Even in the U.S.A. half of the households which are headed 
by women are poverty stricken. Micro-credit has also been found to be of immense help to the poof 
women there to expand their ability to lead a meaningful life. Therefore economic empowerment 0 


women by providing micro-credit through self-help groups will uplift them from poverty and enable 
them to get education, reduc 


€ fertility rate, fight against gender bias, maintain family stability and fost! 
peace in society. 


Women’s participation in the decision-making bodies has the potentiality to cleanse the political 
process of criminalisati i i 


D mprovement of standards of public life. As early as 1929 Mahatm™ 
Gandhi had prophetically written that ‘ 


OF “Woman is the embodiment of sacrifice and suffering, and bef 
advent to public life should therefore result in purifying it, in restraining unbridled ambition and accumulatio" 
of property”. 


Thank you. 


Source : www.pib.nic.in 


Orissa Review # January - 2002 


Subject Index 
Orissa Review, 2001 


Hemanta Kumar Sahoo 


Agriculture, Floriculture, Horticulture, Sericulture, etc. . Orissa State Muscum 
C.B. Patel 9/2001 


1. Balanced Fertiliser Use for Sustainable... 
S.K. Sahu & S.C. Nayak 5/2001 . Wall Paintings of Orissa 
Monalisa Jena 2/2001 


Country Storage Method for Sweet Potato 
P.K. Ghosh & R.C.Ray 9/2001 Autobiography, Biography, Eminent Persons 


Fertility Status of Soil of Orissa 1. Bhanuji Rao : A Tribute 12/2001 
S.K.Sahu & M.Taha 8/2001 2. Biju Patnaik : A Hero of Our Times 


Flowers as Spiritual Messengers Duryodhan Majhi 3/2001 
eranab, KlimarGhoely i200 _ Dr. BR. Ambedkar : A Tribute 5/2001 


Flyash Manure and font : 
. Teathan fc ae eintivaten 1/2002 .  Buxi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar ... 
: Prasanna Kumar Mishra 1/2001 


Indian Silk and Sericulture fi i is Li i 
Prafulle ’ . Dibakar Patnaik ; His Life and Times 
rafulla Kumar Mohanty 3/2001 RC. Misro & B. Devaraj 8/2001 


Kandhamal : The Garden of Orissa . 7 
M. Mishra, P.K. Panda 4/2001 _ Fakir Mohan Senapati : Life and Works 1/2001 
Harishchandra Baxipatra : A Loving ... 


Livestock Production in Rice Based ... Lopamudra Baxipatra 11/2001 
op ‘a Bay 


Y.V.Singh & S. Sasmal 12/2001 


Management of Wasteland in Orissa .... e DE acini es a icine 11/2001 


Sunil Samal & P.C. Lenka 1/2001 
Journcy's End 


Physical Constraints in Soils of Orissa ... Sarat Mohapatra 3/2001 


MLK. Jena & A.K. Das 12/2001 
Kanta Kabi : A Tribute 12/2001 


Prospect of Azolla as Supplemental ... 
1/2001 


P.K. Das & M.K. Jena 11/2001 . The Legend that Netaji Was 


Rainwater Harvesting in India 10/2001 . Life and Times of Maharaja ... 
5 i 4/2001 
Rice Technology and Rice-Bascd ... Rice Mista 
Y.V. Singh, K.P.Jha & S. Sasmal 10/2001 . Lok Nayak Jayprakash Narayan 
Soil and Water Conservation Practices ... Pankaja Charan Maharana 10/2001 
S.K.Sahu, S.C.Nayak & R.K.Nayak 2/2001 | Madhubabu and Oriya Nationalism 
a : 2/2001 
Use of Flyash in Agriculture : Problems... Soma Chand 2) 
Nandita Swain & R.C. Parida 10/2001 . Memorial for Madhu Sudan : 
WTO Agreement on Agriculture 5/2001 Shoila Bala Das 3/2001 


7/2001 ; ; 
Nabakrushna Choudhuri : A Tribute 
Archaeology, Architecture and Art Pankaja Charan Moharana 11/2001 


Changing Patterns in the Applique... _ Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose ... 
Ramesh Chandra Mohapatra 12/2001 Lokanath Panda 1/2001 


The Chitrakaras of Raghurajpur _ No Power on Earth Can Keep ... 
Wleana Citaristi 6/2001 Subhas Chandra Bose 1/2001 


The Image of Padmapani Avalokitesvara ... . An Oriya Painter in Sweden 
Bharati Pal 1/2001 Himansu Sekhar Padhi 11/2001 j 


The Image of Siva in the Art ... . The Passing of the Grand Old Man j 


Jayanti Rath 7/2001 Shoila Bala Das 2/2001 | 


21; 


22. 


23. 
24. 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel : A Tribute 
Jyotirmati Samantaray 


Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi 
Gopi Nath Gajapathi 


Surendra Nath Dwivedi : A Tribute 


Veer Surendra Sai 


C.B. Patel 
25. Veer Surendra Sai 

Prabhas Kumar Singh 
Census 


Census and Health 
Brajendra Prasad Mohanty 


2. Census Data and Historical Research 
Amiya Kumar Pattanayak 

3. Census of India 2001 : Provisional .., 

4. Census : Origin and Development 
Dukhishyam Das 

5. Gender Issues in Orissa As Inferred from ,.. 
Bipin Bihari Hota : 
Basantilata Rath 

6. Population Enumeration in Orissa 
Manoranjan Saran 

Commerce 

1, Advantage Orissa : Agri Business Potential 
A.K. Behera 

2. Paradeep : An Emerging Environmental ... 
Ramesh Chandra Parida 

Culture, Festival & Religion 

1. Anglo-Indians Who Chose to Stay on 
Tommy Wright 

2. Bhai Jiuntia 

» Susil Kumar Panigrahi 

3. The Bishnois of Orissa 
Sthita Pragyan Ray 

4. The Concept of Mother Goddess in the Art .., 
Jayanti Rath 

5. Chandan Yatra of Puri 
Lokanath Panda 

6. Christmas, the Season of Goodwill 
Anil Kumar Pradhan 

7. Duty of An Indian Christian 
Madhusudan Das 

8. Eid, the Festival of Piety ... 
Shah Md. Ashraf Ali 

9. A Festival With a Difference : Lankapodi ... 
Gokul Chandra Patnaik 

10. Goddess Bimala at Puri 
Shrinibas Tripathy 

11. Goddess Tarini at Ghatagaon 
M.K.Patro 

12 


- Goddess Sameleswari at Sambalpur 


Prabhat Kumar Sahoo 


Orissa Reyiew # January - 2002 


10/2001 


35/2001 
10/2001 


8/2001 


1/2001 


3/2001 


2/2001 
5/2001 


2/2001 


2/2001 


2/2001 


7/2001 


2/2001 


12/2001 
10/2001 
4/2001 
10/2001 
5/2001 
12/2001 
5/2001 
12/2001 
4/2001 
10/2001 
10/2001 


10/2001 


13. History and Culture of Nawapara 
Jitamitra Prasad Singh Deo 


14. Indian Folklore 
L.K. Mohapatra 


15. The Lakulisha Cult 
Gitarani Praharaj 


16. Life and Culture of Saoras of Orissa 
Gopal Krushna Sahu 


17. Mahalaxmi : The Goddess of Wealth 
Dibakar Mishra 


Mahisamardini An Iconographical Study 
Pradeep Gan 


19. Nuakhai : The Festival of Love ... 
Duryodhan Majhi 


20. Prayer, Japa and Meditation 


Durgamadhab Dash 
21. Sakti Cult in Orissa 
Uma Kanta Mishra 


22. Sapta Matrikas 
Bharati Pal 


23. The Seat of Goddess Bimala 


Janmejay Choudhury 


24, .Transformation of Life through Prayer 


Umakanta Mishra 


25. Where Adam Delves and ‘Eve Spins 


B. Das 


26, Worship of Mother Kali 


Purnendu Kumar Nanda 
Development, Welfare 


1. Current Fiscal Situation, Areas of... 


2. GRAMSAT Training Programme ... 
Chittaranjan Pati 

3. The Grants-in-Aid Scenario in Planning ... 
Umakanta Mishra 

4, Leveraging Information Technology ae 
N. Vittal 

5. Local Self Government in Orissa 
Gandharba Sen Rana 

6. Mass Rapid Transit System ‘for ses 
D.K. Mohapatra 

7. Orissa on the Path of Progress 

_ aK. Tripathy 

8. Strengthening the Consumer Movement 
PB: Venkatesan 

9: 


Sampoorna Gramin Rozgar Yojana 
Dinkar Shukla 


Telecommunication : An Overview 
Ram Vilas Paswan 
WTo : Challenges and 


Opportuniti 
Raghunath R. 


au 


1/2001 


11/2001 


11/2001 


2/2001 


12/2001 


10/2001 


9/2001 


12/2001 


10/2001 


10/2001 


* 10/2001 


7/2001 
4/2001 


11/2001 


5/2001 


8/200! 


4/2001 


11/2001 


12/2001 


5/200! 


11/200! 


9/2001 


11/200! 


9/200! 


11/200! 


Disaster Management 


1. Catastrophic Hazards of Noise Pollution 
Lalit Mohan Rath 
Rajib Lochan Panigrahi 

2. Disaster Preparadness in Orissa 
Kahnu Charan Dhir 

3. Natural Disasters in Orissa ... 


Binayak Rath 
Aurobindo Behera 


4. Orissa Floods - July 2001 
5. Super Cyclone-1999 : Reconstruction ... 
Events & Institutions : National and State 
1. Amalgamation of the Oriya-Speaking Tracts 
2. My Visit to Kargil 

Deepanjali Mohapatra 


3. The Orissa Legislative Assembly 
Prabhu Kalyan Mohapatra 


4. — Resolutions Adopted in the First Session ... 


5. Utkala Sabha and the Articulation ive 
Kailash Chandra Dash 


6. The Utkal Union Conference .... 
Freedom Struggle 


1. The August Revolution 
Manoranjan Das 
Tr. Arun Kumar Mohanty 
Jatindra Kumar Nayak 


2. The August Revolution at Talcher 
Pabitra Mohan Pradhan 
Tr. Marina. P. Mohapatra 


3. Bagha Jatin and His Revolutionary ... 
Pradeep Kumar Gan 


4. Chakra Bissoi : Leader of the Ghumsar ... 
Nihar Ranjan Patnaik 


Freedom Movement in Orissa 


Gandhiji, Our Commander-in-Chief 
Surendra Nath Dwivedi 
Tr. Mrutyunjaya Sarangi 


7. The Hanging of Laxman Naik 
Manmohan Dhoudhuri 
Fr. Aurobindo Behera 


Harijan Welfare Movement in Orissa ... 
Janmejay Choudhury 


9. The Indian Struggle for Freedom ... 


10. Joining the Secret Society 
Banka Behary Das 
Tr. Anil Kumar Pradhan 


Il. Martyrs of the August Revolution in Orissa 


A Revolutionary's Restlessness 
Nabakrushna Choudhuri 


13. The Role of Agarpada in the Freedom ... 
Bhagabat Tripathy 


Orissa Reyiew # January - 2002 


10/2001 


10/2001 


10/2001 


8/2001 
10/2001 


4/2001 


8/2001 


12/2001 
4/2001 


4/2001 
4/2001 


8/2001 


8/2001 


8/2001 


9/2001 


8/2001 


10/2001 


11/2001 


8/2001 
8/2001 


8/2001 
8/2001 


8/2001 


. 8/2001 


14. The Role of the Tribal People of Orissa ... 
Santosh Kumar Sethi 


15. Salt Satyagraha in Orissa 
Santilata Mohapatra 


16. The Story of A Freedom Fighter 
Pr. Sarat Mohapatra 


17. A Turning Point in My Life 
Gokul Mohan Raychudamani 
Tr. B.C. Dwivedy 


18. Victory to Gandhi Maharaj 
Surendra Mohanty 
Tr. J.K. Nayak 


Government of Orissa 

1. Bhubaneswar : The IT Destination of East 
2. Empowerment of Women : Beginning ... 
The First Supplementary Budget 
Operation Trishna 


Orissa : The Land of Hope 


3 
4 
5 
6. Orissa Budget at a Glance 2001-2002 
7. Pani Panchayats in Orissa 

8 Resurgent Orissa 

9. Self Help Group 

10. Sri Jagannath Bana Prakalpa 
Health 


1. Anti-Tobacco Campaign Gets a Boost 
Dinesh C. Sharma 


2. Drinking Water Problem in Orissa 
Bibhu Prasad Samal 


3. Formula Foods 
Ramesh Chandra Parida 


4. Girl Child Infanticide: Preventive ... 


Practice of Siddha in Orissa 
Dinabandhu Maharana 


av 


6. The Role of the Media in AIDS Control 
Bibhu Prasad Samal 


History 


1, Buddhist Influence on Orissan Culture 
Aloka Lahiri 


Lord Buddha and Orissa 
Hemanta Kumar Sahoo 


3. A Page from the History of Nandapur 
Susanta Kumar Satapathy 


4. . The Presence of the People of Kalinga ... 
Benudhar Patra 


Human Resources Development 


1. Land Reform in India 
Taradatt 


2. Policy and Practice of Special Education ... 


Prabhati Misra 


8/2001 


8/2001 


8/2001 


8/2001 


8/2001 


11/2001 
5/2001 
8/2001 
2/2001 

11/2001 
4/2001 
7/2001 
3/2001 
7/2001 
6/2001 


12.2001 


1/2001 


~ 12/2001 


9/2001 


12/2001 


11/2001 


11/2001 


5/2001 


4/2001 


11/2001 


2/2001 


_ 1/2001 


Quality Improvement and Professional ... 
Debendra Patnaik 


Transformation of Indian Villages 
Gopal Krushna Sahu 


Ways of Spreading Women's Education 
Soila Bala Das 
Tr. Arun Kumar Mohanty 


Jagannath Cult 
As 


- The Management of the Jag: 


+ The Origin and Evolution of J 


Bhakta Salabega and Lord Jagannath ... 
Raghunath Panda 


The Buddhistic Features of Jagannath Cult 
Rajat Kumar Kar 


Car Festival at Puri-2001 


Car Festival at Different Places in Orissa 
Manas Ranjan Nayak 


The Car Festival at Remada 
Bibhu Prasad Samal 


The Chariots and the Car Festival 
Jagannathastakam 
Tr. Praharaj Satyanarayan Nanda 


Jagannath in the Place-names of India ... 
R. Balakrishnan 


Jagannath : The Lord of the Universe 
Sidhartha Kanungo 


- Jagannath Worship in Assam 


Bomakesh Tripathy 


- Jayadeva Charita 


Ajit kumar Tripathy 


The Jagannath Cult and the Sculpture of Utkal 
Suryanarayan Rathsharma 
Lord Alarnath 


Hemanta Kumar Sahoo 


- The Lord of the Blue Hill 


Salabega 
Tr. Sarbeswar Das 


annatha Temple 
Kailash Chandra Das 


The Mighty Warrior : Temples for Hanuman 
Shrinibas Tripathy 


Nirmalya, Kaibalya and Mahaprasad 
Durga Madhab Dash 


Nitis(programmes) of Car Festival 2001 


agannath Cult 
C.B. Patel 


Observation of Niladri-Mahodya tes 
Balakrishna Dash 
Patitapaban Jagannath 
Braja Paikray 
A Pilgrim's Progress 
Pr. Sarat Mohapatra 


4/2001 . 


9/2001 


6/2001 


6/2001 


6/2001 
7/2001 


7/2001 


6/2001 
6/2001 


6/2001 


6/2001 


6/2001 


6/2001 


6/2001 


7/2001 


6/2001 


6/2001 


6/2001 


6/2001 


6/2001 
6/2001 


7/2001 


7/2001 


6/2001 


6/2001 
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23. A Prayer to the Round-Eyed Lord 
Chandan Hazuri 
Tr. Durga Charan Nayak 
24. Prabhu Das, the Great Devotee ... 
Somanath Jena 
25. Rath Yatra at Baripada 
Kashinath Barik 
26. Rath Yatra at Chota Nagpore 
Pr. Sunand Mishra 
27, Rath Yatra in London 
Pr. Ganeswar Mishra 
28. The Rituals Connected with Rath Yatra 
29. Sevas and Sevakas 
30. Sadukti Karnamrita and Jayadeva 
Ajit Kumar Tripathy 
31. Sri Jagannatha, Sri Jayadeva ... 
Subas Pani 
32. Veshas (Festival Dresses) 
33. The Wheels Beckon 
Rajkishore Mishra 
Literature 
1. Cuttack 
Bhanuji Rao 
Tr. Jatindra Kumar Nayak 
2. Cuttack Sessions Judge's Court 
Fakir Mohan Senapati 
Tr. R.S. Mishra 
Jatindra Kumar Nayak 
3. The Dutch at the Balasore Port 
Fakir Mohan Senapati 
Tr. Ganeswar Mishra 
4. Dacoity at Balasore 
Fakir Mohan Senapati 
Tr. J.N. Patnaik 
5. The Enemy is yet to go back 
Birakishore Das 
Tr. Subhendu Mund 
6. Freedom Songs 
The Saint of Sabarmati 
What if there are a hundred parties 
Godabarish Mohapatra 
Manmohan Mishra 
Tr. Aurobindo Behera 
7. The Gold Nose Ring 
Fakir Mohan Senapati 
Tr. Suman Mahapatra 
8. Indian Women 
Kuntala Kumari Sabat 
Tr. Mary Mohanty 
9. Lakshmi Bhai of Bhadrak 
Kali Charan Patnaik 
Arun Kumar Mohanty 
10. 


Nobel Prize for Naipaul 


6/2001 


6/2001 
6/2001 
6/2001 


6/2001 
6/2001 
6/2001 


7/2001 


6/2001 
6/2001 


6/2001 


12/2001 


1/2001 


1/200! 


1/200! 


3/200! 


3/200! 


1200! 


2/200! 


12/200! 


Reminiscences of My Childhood 
Sitadevi Khadanga 
Tr. Arun Kumar Mohanty 


Sri Jayadeva and King Laxmana Sena 
Ajit Kumar Tripathy 


The Unseen Hand 
Kahnu Charan Mohanty 
Tr. Jatindra Kumar Nayak 
Arun Kumar Mohanty 


Media 


1. Media Coverage of the Millennium Car ... 


Niranjan Sethi 
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5/2001 


4/2001 


6/2001 


Role of Information & Public Relations ... 


Tarakanta Mohanty 
3. Right to Information 


Speeches 


1. Address of His Excellency the Governor ... 


Containing the Naxalite Menance ... 


Speech of His Excellency the Governor ... 


Text of the Hon'ble Prime Minister, ... 
Workshop on Fiscal and Governnance ... 
Tourism 


1, Athmallik : A Place of Virgin Beauty 
Himanshu Sekhar Padhi 


India's Tourism Potential 


6/2001 
11/2001 


3/2001 
12/2001 
5/2001 
5/2001 
7/2001 


12/2001 
6/2001 


Keonjhar 


The Leaning Temple at Huma 
Bibhu Prasad Samal 


Mukhalingam, the Seat of Kalinga Power 
Bhaskar Parichha 


Nrusinghanath and Harisankar 


Somanath Jena 
Places : Tourist Interest in and Around Puri 


Tourism in South Orissa : Problems ... 
Susanta Kumar Satapathy 


Tourism in Oissa 
Durga Madhab Dash 


10. Tourism Industry 
Ratikanta Pattanayak 


Wildlife 


1. Tiger, Tiger, Buming Bright 
Dilip Malakar 


Women 
Empowerment of Women : Its Impact ... 
Justice for Women 


Towards Gender Justice 


oe 


9/2001 


9/2001 


9/2001 


9/2001 
6/2001 


9/2001 


9/2001 


11/2001 


7/2001 


9/2001 
12/2001 
7/2001 


Hemanta Kumar Sahoo lives at Plot No.316, Baramunda, 


Bhubaneswar - 751003. 


DHANU YATRA 


The famous Dhanu Yatra of Bargarh started on January 18, 2002. 
The entire town of Bargarh wears a festive look during this 
11-day long festival, when King Kansa holds sway over everyone. 


ONE DAY INTERNATIONAL AT CUTTACK 


The second one-day international cricket match between India 
and England is scheduled to be held at Barabati Stadium, Cuttack 
on January 22, 2002. The Indian team led by Sourav Ganguly 
has taken a 1-0 lead in the six match series by winning the first 
one dayer at Kolkata. 


Out of 10 one-day matches played at Barabati Stadium, 
India have played 8 and won 6 of them. India and England have 
met twice earlier, each winning one. 
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ORISSA NEWS 


PANCHAYAT POLLS 


Elections to the 3-tier panchayat bodies will start on February 19, 2002. The casting of votes will be 
held in five phases, on February 19, 21, 23,25 and 27, in the morning hours, between 7 A.M. and 12 
Noon. Counting of votes will start at 1 P.M. on the same day, after which results will be declared. The 
last date for filing nomination papers is January 21,2002. Scrutiny will be done on January 22 anda list 
of valid nominations will be published on J anuary 23. The 25th of January is the last date for withdrawal 
ofnominations, 


Elections to the posts of Naib Sarpanch, Chairman, Vice Chairman of Panchayat Samitis and 
President and Vice President of Zilla Parishad will be held on March 10, 11, 12, 13 and 23. 


In the elections, 87,539 ward members, 6,234 Sarpanchs, 6,227 Panchayt Samiti members 
and 854 Zilla Parishad members will be elected in 30 distri 


cts. As four sets of ballot papers will be used 
for each voter, electronic voting machines will not be used. 


With the issue of the election notification, the 
model code of conduct has come into force with effect from 5 P M. on Janu ary 10,2002. 


CONVOCATION OF UTKAL UNIVERSITY 


His Excellency the Governor, Shri 
financing higher education without 


, Professor Pandab C.Nayak also spoke on the occasion. Ph.D, 


conferred on successful candidates. 


OGP—MP—PTS (I. & P. R.) 81—2,000—22-1-2002° 


His Excellency the Governor, Shri M.M. Rajendran at a Flower 
Show organised in Bhubaneswar on January 6, 2002. 


His Excellency the Governor, Shri M.M. Rajendran inaugurating the 
Silver Jubilee celebrations of Jatni College on January 18, 2002. 
~ Her Excellency the Lady Governor, Smt. Susheela Rajendran 
is also present. 


(i) 


i : 

i Commissioner, ape Abhayananda Rath, 
a. Folie ae N.C. Padhi at ; Meeting of the Collec 
i : discuss the ensuing Panchayat elections, 


2 
Chief Secretary, S 
tors and SPs. 


hri Dp, Bagchi and 


held in the ~cretar .t to 
on December 11, 2001. 


(ii) | 
Bite eee 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik receiving the Ajnamala 
of Lord Jagannath at the centenary celebrations of Utkal Sammilani at 
Rambha on January 13, 2002. 


2oGLOBAL INTERNATIONAL DIVINE LIFE SOCIETY — 
CONFERENCE a 


FROM: 30-12-2001 TO 2-1-2002 
CUTTACK, ORISSA,INDIA)} 
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Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, Gajapati Maharaja of Puri, 
Shri Dibyasingha Dev, and Swami Shri Chidananda Saraswati at the 2nd 
International Conference of Divine Life Society held at Barabati Stadium, 


Cuttack on December 30, 2001. / 


3 
+h, 


Po! 


¥ Th 


Hye 


eect 
OS a 


